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HEAVEN ' S GIFT 

by 

INEZ PASKAL 

A cold cup of coffee and 
an untouched newspaper sat 
on the table; Catherine had 
put them there and then opened 
the balcony doors . She was 
drawn out by the beautiful 
morning sky, staring at cloud 
formations , not really thinking , 
and yet tears were trickling 
down her face. She was just 
picking up her emotions from 
where they left off the night 
before. 

"You ei ther move 
love or away from it; 
is no other way . '! 

toward 
there 

Catherine had used 
Vincent ' s own words, recalling 
the sound or her voice , reliving 
the emotion of the moment; 
she knew that they both 
understood it as an ultimatum . 
The possibility that she may 
never see Vincent again was 
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very real. 
"I knew better than to 

push him too far . He knows 
I love him . Why can't he accept 
that love as total? I also 
know the possibility that it 
is not me or my love which 
he can't accept, but rather 
himself," Catherine muttered . 

Everything in her knew 
better, and yet, she also 
knew their relationship could 
not stagnate. If it didn ' t 
move forward , it would die . 
Catherine had told him, she 
would accept her fate if their 
relationship had to remain 
always the same . The troubl e 
was , she didn ' t realize that 
the relationship stayed the 
same, but the love had moved 
forward, ever toward one 
another . 

"The intensity I feel 
now when I just think of him 
is unbearable. He always knew 
this. He always gave me the 
"out" before we were in too 
deep; any separation would 
be like killing the best part 
of my self. As long as he 
believed that our love would 
reach the point where it would 
be all-consuming and our 
relationship had so many limits­
-he would offer me the path 
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away from him." The t r oubled 
thoughts plagued her. 

The night before had been 
absolutely perfect . It had 
become impossible for them 
not to touch and fondle one 
another. Catherine didn ' t 
know how long they stood staring 
into each other's eyes, their 
fingertips caressing each 
other's face . She could feel 
her heart pounding , and 
Vincent I s , as she was being 
held very close to him . 

"Oh, please, just let 
him kiss me . Please 1 A kiss . 
One kiss to release some of 
this passion I feel; a kiss 
to let him know that I woul d 
accept him, " she pleaded in 
unspoken words. 

But as they moved toward 
each other , lips barely 
touching , Vincent suddenly 
whipped a r ound and turned his 
back to her. It was more than 
Catherine could take. She 
forgot all her lofty promises; 
she could only feel--and she 
felt denied . That is when 
catherine shouted the ultimatum. 
Vincent turned, looked at her 
with a pain that she will never 
forget , and left wi thout saying 
a word. 

So , there Catherine was , 
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staring into the sky--alone. 
She could no longer feel 
Vincent. When she gave up 
her former life style, he was 
in her heart; when she mourned 
the twentieth ann! versary of 
her mother's death, he was 
in her mind . And when her 
father died, he was at her 
side; but now she was truly 
alone. The brick wall was 
holding her up as she tilted 
her head back to steady herself . 
Slowly, she slid down to a 
heap on the floor, sobbing 
piteously. They had all left 
her. 

Catherine became aware 
of a knocking at her door . 
She didn I t know if she wanted 
to answer it . It stopped, 
and she was relieved. She 
got up, cleared the table 
and huddled in the corner of 
her couch. The door buzzer 
startled her, and Catherine 
.ran te stop the annoying sound. 

. Oh, Miss Chandler , you 
are there . I thought so . 
I didn't see you leave. Did 
you get the package I 
delivered?" asked the doorman 

" A package?1I • 
" Yeah. A lady br ought 

it by, and I promised I'd 
deliver it right away . " 
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"Thanks, Charlie." 
Catherine opened the door and 
retrieved the neatly wrapped 
package . She went back to 
the corner of her couch and 
opened the env elope attached 
to the outside . 

Dear Miss Chandler, 
By way of introduction, 

my name is Susan Landry . 
My husband and I bought 
your father's cottage at 
the Hamptons last summer. 
We have just gotten around 
to getting out here for 
some cleaning and remodeling . 
I found this box wedged 
in the corner of the 
crawlspace . It seemed 
carefully wrapped with a 
note addressed to Catherine. 
After a little investigating, 
we decided it was mean t 
for you . 

We were ve~y sorry 
to hear of your father's 
death . Please accept our 
condolences. I f you ever 
feel the need to be out 
here, please know that you 
are welcome. 

Sincerely, 
Susan, Landry 

catherine carefully 
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unwrapped the first layer of 
paper. There was another 
wrapping and another note. 
She was shock.ed by the script. 
It was her mother's handwriting: 
"To my beloved daughter, 
Catherine. " Her hand shook 
as she opened the white rose 
on pink embossed envelope. 

Dear Cathy, 
I am writing this to 

you now, because I have 
just come to the point 
in my life when I can 
finally give this up. 
I t is my most precious 
possession . It is beyond 
price , monetarily, but 
more so for the lesson 
it teaches . 

I need to give this 
to you now, because I 
have found my love. Your 
father and I fell in love 
and were married six years 
ago, but when two people 
live as one , there are 
always adjustments. It 
has taken me this long 
to know with every part 
of my being that I am 
capable of this depth 
of love because he is 
that love. 

You are now only five 
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and cannot possibly 
understand, so although 
I need to give this to 
you now, you will not 
receive it until you are 
older and the passions 
of a woman begin to stir . 
When you come to me and 
ask, "What is love?" I 
will hand you this pri zed 
possession, ask that you 
read it, and then we will 
talk . 

I named you after the 
girl in this manuscript . 
She, to me , was always 
the ultimate woman--the 
mother and ruler of a 
nation. Her strength and 
courage were undeniable, 
her love unfathomable. 

My father gave this 
to me. He found it on 
one of his many trips 
to Europe, buying rare 
books. He could not put 
a price on this work. 
It has great value, 
historically, and is a 
work of art. He made 
a great ceremony out of 
presenting it. He called 
it his legacy to me, and 
I was forever grateful. 

I will now put this 
away, and when you need 
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to know the 
selflessness , 
of love , we 
it together . 

With all 
me to give. 

tenderness, 
and power 
will read 

that is in 

Love , 
Mother 

Catherine couldn ' t continue 
to open the package. She was 
crying uncontrollably. She 
heard herself screaming , "Mommy, 
what is love? What is love?" 
Finally, she wiped her eyes 
and nose, and with tears still 
moistening her face, Catherine 
released the rose-print paper . 
What she then uncovered was 
fantastic. It was a cask about 
twelve by fourteen inches and 
six inches deep . It seemed 
to be made of gold with 
wonderful inlaid characters 
etched over its entirety. 
Catherine ran her fingers over 
the lid and sides and wondered 
how many times her mother had 
done the same. 

She opened the clasp and 
lifted t he lid . Inside was 
a very old manuscript, truly 
a handwritten book on parchment 
with exquisite illuminations. 
Catherine was very careful 
as she lifted it out and opened 
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the cover. A look of puzzlement 
and disappointment crossed 
her face . It was written 
in a foreign language, one 
with which she was not familiar . 
How was she to read this? 
How did her mother read it? 

Catherine looked back in 
the cask and noticed a little 
ribbon pull on its velvet floor . 
She tugged at it and lifted 
up the bottom covering. There 
was a second manuscript--this 
one done in calligraphy on 
newer paper . It was in English , 
a careful, painstaking, artistic 
translation, she assumed. 
Opening the cover and reading 
the letter to her mother, 
Catherine discovered the 
translated manuscript was done 
by her grandfather and dated 
three years prior to his death. 
It made her feel as she had 
never felt before--anchored 
in -and with time. 

-And she read . . . 
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I, Bltothl!.lt Ivan 01. thL 
Cito .• u, do hl!.ltLty A~Lalt :lAaL. 
all :lAat i..A put do~n Oil theAL 
pagLA i..A thl!. i.ltuth aA ~aA 
wi..tneAA I!.d ty a£ Olt toLd i.o 
al!. ty thoAL I lOVL and i.ltuAL. 
It i..A coaai..AAi..oned ty PLLJtoA, 
Bi..Ahop ot KltonAtadL, aA a 
peti..i.i..on tOll. the teai.i..ti..caLi..on 
and Aai..n:lAood 01. KaLaltene, 
QueLIl 01. Si.ti.ItU, Klug, and 
BltaAAO, Land 01. thL DanuLL 
Bohe.ai..a. 

In LAe yealt ot DUll. LOltd 
1222, a counci..l ~aA convened 
i..n. /(JtonAtadt to negoti.ai..L a 
tlf.ltaty to end the thi..ltty yealt.6 
ot waJt whi.ch had teen. waged 
to deteltai.ne AoveltLi.gnty ot 
the ItLgi.on. It ~a.6 wlti.LlLn 
that the t~o Ai.ngA who di.ApLayed 
the. aOAt coaltage and the aOAt 
coapaAAi..on dulti..ng the WaltA 
would ItUlL joi.ntly. 7hey welte 
Ki..ng ~i..lh£la and Ki..ng Rudolt. 
It waA tultthelt detell.ai.ned that 
PIti.nCL KaIl.L~ Aon ot Wi..LheL., 
would caJtJty on the LinL ot 
AUCCLA.6i..on, he tei..n9 oLdLIt 
than Ki..ng Rudolt'A, Aon, 
Hei..nlti..ch. PJti.nce KaltL waA 
to aaJtJty the daugh:Lell. ot K..i.ng 
YUAiav, and thLi.1t Aon would 
teeoae the AoLL JtUiLJt LVLniua1ly 



aaltltyi..ng a daughtl!.lt 01 PIti..ncL 
fiLinlti..ch, joi..~ng Lh£i..1t nolle. 
hOU.6L.6. 

PUl1ce. 1le.i.n.A.i.ch lI.Ia.6 . to 
aaltJt!l tAL daughie..... 01 ILing 
LeopoLd tAe. ~iLJtce.. In LhiA 
wag, the. !tOU.6L.6 ot tAe. !OUIt 

wa.A.A..i..ng lc.i.ngA would Le. joi.ned. 
It Plti.n.CL Kad wad Lo havL ~ 

IlLi.gn a.6 Due.LI1 w.ii.h Ae,lt cOI1.6olti, ..4>ic,.t. of ~.~tCl~ 
a daughtLJt only, LALn Ahe. wouLd ~ - - . ~ 

the Ii.Jt.6UOIlI1 o/. Plti.n.CL 
He..i..TtJLic/t'o The. dULCLivLA 
WLJtL agltLLd upon lU the. loult 
*Lng./. and alL the. dLLegaie..6. 

It wa.6 a wi.M!. iJtLaiy. 
But l..t wouLd it! OVLJt /-ouy 
geQ.lt..6 Le./.OJtL tAL !tOU.6L.6 wouLd 
it! joi.nLd l.a giuS!. LLA on.e. Icing. 
7he. council i.n.cLudLd i.n the 
~atg Lhe. LelAoLhaL 
altltange.ae.ni.6 to ie. an 
acc.oapLi...6hLd edi.cl at.. l.lte LUr.th 
ot Lhe. ~1t.6tloJtn .aLe. and 1.e..aLe 
01 eUhelt houAe. 

lhe. two lc.i.ng.6 lI.ILltL Wide. 

and c.aItL/.uL 1.11 Lhei.A. dLci.Ai..onA 
to /tuLe and c.oapaAAi.onaiL .in 
the.i.1l dLU.6.i..OI1.6 :i.o ae.nd iMi.A. 
laltd.6 and pe.ople.. 7 he.g ltai..Aed 
iheLJt AonA LogeiheJt, and the 

-(.eopola 

I 
lI).li3l 

L 

1\113011 ~jJlJtJ" 

I I 
1)tit) r; c4 ~4r1 

I 

I 
AiU 

AonA weJte like tJtOiALItA, /' 
conti.di.ng i.n e.ach otheJt .Ln 
elJe.ltyLh.iltg. They und£ItALood ? __ ,. ~ . 
that Lh£g welte to Itei.gn onlg ~r ~ 
unL.iL ihLi.1t li.ne~ge could tt!. 
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JIll i r i 41") 

I 

J 



jo.i.nll.d. 
P~.i.nc£ Xa~L ~aA ot a qu.i.£t, 

thoughttuL natU4£ . P~.i.nee 
Il£.i.n~.i.ch ~aA qu.i.clc. to t,..pe~ 
and Loud .i.n hi..A ange~ and 
joy. 7heg we~e Il.ach Othll.~'A 
.alch .in ~i..tA and enjogll.d 
pLagi..n.g ga.eA wh.ieh chaLLLngLd 
thei..A .i..ndA. 7hei~ .a~~.iageA 
wL.ot.e aL~Ladg ClA.~anged. P~i..neL 
K.a~L' A W.i.tL Au.i.ill.d hi.-. 
pll.~tectLg I and they g~LW to 
Love each othL~ . P~ince 
HIl.i..n~ich'A wile ca~~ied thll. 
t~a.itA that na.ed he~ tathe~. 
She waA tie~cL and vengelul 
and caae .into thll. aa~~iagll. 
ca~~!I.i.ng hell tathe~ , A hat~ed 
and l.i.ttellne.6.6 ot de/eat. 
~a~ waA At.i.ll lll.i..ng waged 
th~ough hll.lll and when Ahll. wa.6 
1.i.IlAt with ch.i.Ld, dhll. caLLed 
upon alL that waA Lv.i.L to eIJ.IlAe 
PIl.i.nce Nei~.i.ch'A ottdplling 
and thuA .ade a aoclc..e.ll!J 0/ 
the leuothaL. Shll. Lecaae 
oLAe.6ded w.i.th th.i.d, and hell 
w.i.ichly powellA Leeaae evident 
wLLh hll.ll i..ncaniat.i.ond. AA 
a chiLd, dhe wouLd watch he~ 
taLh£ll'd dOIlCLlled A chanii..ng 
.i.ncanial.i.ond ai. the lliluaLd, 
givi..ng h..i.a th-L dtll-Lngtla. ot 
h..i.d naa-Ldake, the Li..on. 7hey 
' fl uLd aLL chant, and lUng 

.L.-.. ' 1 1AJ0uld go into a uanee 



and dA.i.nle. tAe. lLo od 
Lion. The. p~nce~~ 
he.~ Le.4~on4 we.1L. 

ot Lh .. 
Le.altned 

P~ince. Ka~L wa~ with P~ince 
Nein~ich the ~gAt the chiLd 
~a4 to~. They we~e anxiou~ 
Lo 4ee tAe toy. logei..hell Lhey 
gaZLd down aL L.he de.toA.ae.d 
chiLd. They couLdn · t aLLo~ 
:lAi..4, .60 L.hey quicle.Ly dev.i~e.d 
a .6che.e and announce.d L.haL. 
L,,*, child had di. .. d. 

7he lu.La1..i.on.6hi.p Lewe.e.1l. 
llein.A.i.ch and hi..6 wite. WOIl4en.ed, 
it pO~.6i.Ue, yet he to~ced 
he~ to Leall anolhe~ chiLd a.6 
he. LLa.ed Ae~ CUIl~e. tOil Lhe 
·d~atA · 01. Ai~ ti~~ltolln . 
lhe eviL plli.nce~4 qui.e.iLy 
4eetAed dultI.ng hell Li.ae. ot 
eon~ni. lui. lAoughL to~ 
a nOA.aaL, AeaLtAy toy. 

7he cA.i.Ld wa.6 na.ed La4zLo . 
And a~ toL.A pllince.6 welle 
Ilejoicing 0 VeA Ai~ tillLA, the 
.olAell pLunged a daggell tlvr.ough 
Aell Aeallt, ending hell .adne~.6. 

It wa.6 anoLAell iAIlee yeall.6 
l.e./.olle the union o/. PIli.nce 
J(aIlL and Ai.6 wi/.e wouLd lA.ing 
/.ollth a chiLd. PIli.n ce Ileinllich 
wa4 with A.i.~ /.lLiend, and when 
Lhey welle toLd the chiLd wa~ 
a gillL, lhe.y we.lle. we.LL 
~aliAtie.d. The.y announce.d 
hell le.uolhaL to La~zLo at 

the. Aaae Li.aL .6hL waA cAA..i...6LenLd 
llalallLnL. 

7hL young pllincLAA gllL.W 
happy and heaLLhg AUllllounded 
ty Loving pallLni.6 and ALItVanlA . 
SAL wa.6 taught Lo ItULL and 
le.new ot hell iniLnded a~age 
tlto. tAe Li • .e. Ahe could 
undLlt4Land itA AignI.ticanc.e.. 
PlLince..6A Kalalle.ne Wa...6 a duLLtuL 
daugAteA, teaulituL in tau. 
and .6ouL. 

Pilince lleI.nJtich walch ed 
lhllou.gh the yeaA..6 a.6 hi...6 40n 
gllew Aand.6oae. and laLL, Lui. 
lheAe .... a~ .6oa.e.th.ing l!.Ji.ALed 
in thi4 young .an. IlL enjoyed 
LiLlLe ClluLLtieA lo anI..aLA. 
.4..d . hi.A ..dtllengtA g~ew, .60 did 
hi..6 enjoy.ent to~ tOIlLUIle. 
IlL TLl!.VL~ L.e.L hi.6 tathell toJtgeL 
LAat hL wou.Ld one day Il~Le 
and .6tallted ALo .... Ly uAUIlpLng 
Pilince Ile.in~ich'~ auLholLity. 
And hid need to~ young WOaLn 
wa.6 i.n.6aL.i.atLe. lhe p.e.opLe 
01. tAe .6uJt~ounding coun.i.Jr.Y..dide. 
hi.d away tAeill daughtell.6 to 
le.U!.p tAe.a. .6ate. 7heilL WLlle 
ii.L.6 young gi.IlLA wouLd 
dJ...6appea~. lhL .... Ollle. ot tAL 
DLviL waA at hand. 

••• 
lhe ca.6iLe .6.it.6 on a cLitt, 

ove~Loolc..i.ng tAe DanuLL Rivell. 
AL i.h.. tool. ot th.. eLitt i4 



the poAi c~ty ot SLt~~u . P~e~A 
a n d LoveLy, L~ttLe cottageA 
and AhopA n£4tLe on a A~P 
o t Land "'-t",un tit#- cUtt and 
the. uveA.. Long, Low t.LaL 
10atA w~th hi..gh IowA CQJVly 

caA.go tA.oa ULa and AuppLy the. 
aA.e.a w~th goodA. On. a LowLil 
cUtt at an angL .. to the h.i.ghe~t 
po~n.f.. ot the aountain. ~A OUA. 

aonaALL.t.y. ~e.-waLLe.d and 
on...ion-Aie.e.pLe.d. 

The cUtt~ { .. Lo", th .. 
aonaALeA.Y and caAtLe. aA.e. 
hone.ycoale.d wi..1A tunne.LA whi..ch 
Ae.A.Ve. aA paAAageA tOIt the. £aAy 
.ovLae.nt ot duppL~e.d tltoa the. 
lt~veA. POA.t. Th~A ~n.f..e.ltnaL 
AeA.i.e.A ot haLL-6 and cave.~nA 
aA.e. aL-6o u-6ed ly the. ciLiz.e.nd 
to .ove. £ad~Ly tA.o. the. c.L.i..tt 
Lop thltough the. aonadtLllg. 
It .iA he.~ that WL havL o/.Le.n 
hi.dden and aove.d thL young 
aaide.nA ot the. counL.t.Ydi..dL. 
ALthough LadzLo knowd Lh~d 
aA.La ve.lty we.LL, hL pLaye.d the.A.e. 
a.A a chiLd, :thL a./Le.a un.ch.~ 
the. aLLe.y can LL dLaLe.d ott. 

IIhLn PIt.ince.AA K..a:taJf..e.ne. 
waA Ai..x:l.Le.n, Ahe. kne.w .i:t waA 
:taL io LL4VL he.A. AoaL. She. 
and PA.inCL K..altL Ataitte.d ou:l. 
tOA. S.i.l.i.Jtu. /telt he.ad waA 
hLavy to LLave heA. hoae., Lui 
Ahe Itode tLA.i.de. heA.. taLAeA. 

with he.ad heLd hi.gh; AAe. waA 
tultiLl~ng h .. ~ dL~t~ny. ThLY 
A..ode tOgLth.LA.., tai..AeA. and 
daughtLA.., pII,..LnCL and PJt~nCl.A-6. 
It had Le.Ln ti..ve. YLaA..A ALnCe. 
K.atCUte.nL had v.iAi..Led thL Ca.AiLL 
oVLItLooki..ng thL DanuLe, lu:l. 
:tAL Ai..gh:t :l.Itat Ahe. now le.Ae.Ld 
waA tAe Aaae. aA thd LaAt 
ChA.iAiMaA hoLi.day Ahe. had APLni 
wi..:l.It LaAzLo. 

••• 
ThL day tuJtn.e.d .into a 

tughLe..ni..ng n..i..ght. A AtOA.. 
aJtOAe Audde.nLy, and a t.iLItCe. 
gaLe ILew down tAe DanuLL. 
The. Jtai..n hi..t haltd agai.nAt OUIt 
cL04Ld AhutteltA, and it ALLaed 
a4 though the Li..ghten i..n g and 
thundeA.. Linge~Ld OVLIt ou~ 
.oun.l.ain. top tOA. hou~A. 7he.JtL 
waA no en.d to the. CJta.Ahi..ng 
Aound and tLaAhi..n.g' Light. . 

OUA. LVLn.i.ng aLaL waA oueA. 
and coapLinL had LLgun wIlLn. 
thLIte. waA a poundi..ng at thL 
gal.LA . It dLd not ALe.a pOdALtLe. 
that anyon.e. couLd le out in 
th.iA Alo.ota. AA l.h.e. gal.LA 
WeltL opLne.d, a t.LaAh ot 
LighLLn..i..ng A.e.ve.aLe.d a 
/AighLe.n.i.ng, tUJLi.ouA La.Auo . 
H.iA hOItAe. Ite.alte.d, and LaAuo 
UtuLy Looked Li.k.e.. a d..e.aon.. 
He. de.aande.d we. give. hiA 
K.ataALfLe. He. wouLd n.ot Le.Li.LVL 



we did not haue he~ o~ knew 
he~ whe~eal..out6. L46zLo and 
hiA .en 6ea~ched eve~y cell, 
the chapel and the ~etecto~y 
and then the ceLla~6 and the 
tUlUleL.6. Ile wa6 a aadaan who 
wa6 l06ing the aeanA to Ai.6 
powe~. 

La6zlo g~aLted ay Lo~d 
ItUot, 6C-'tea.ai..n.g, - I can only 
~uLe th~ough hLA. I wiLL no.i. 
6pen.d ay Lite like fA06e two 
old aen up the~e . She Lelong6 
to ae! Retu~n ay p~ope~tg. 
I will Le King!-

-Not without he~,- ~e.inded 
Af..Lot Hichola6. 

-O~ a dec~ee ot the /ioly 
Roaan C.pe~o~, - 1Li66ed La6zlo 

-,o~ thai.. you need tAe 
p~oP06aL to coae /A.oa ae, and 
let ae ~ea.ind you that you 
have ]U6t uiolated 6aC4ed g~ound 
and d.i6llegaJtd.ed the law ot 
6anciuOAY. 7he~e i6 no way 
I will eULJt Jteco.aend anyone 
a6 ~ut.hle66 and a6 evil a6 
goul ~l aalc.e6 ae Ahudde~ to 
think what tlLi6 land would 
Lecoae wifA uLLiaate 
in you hand6. - It waA 
tAe ALLot waA ang~g. 

-You wiLL haue 
~n tAe _atleJl when. 
PJl~nCeAA /(ataJtene, ­

no 
I 

LaAuo. 

I 
-7h.vte 

do haue 
gou.-

you 
tM 

wJlong. 
to 6Lop 

- You a~e aA 6enili a6 
-g tatheJl. Ne..i..i.Ja.eJl. ot gou 
can. go aga1.n6L tlt.e, ueaLg. 
7ke .a~Jl.1.agL wiLL La*e place. -

- lie have tAe wag to chan.ge 
gouJl. deAl1.ng, - ~eatened tAe 
AUo.i. aA hi6 eyeA n.a~Jl.oIIJLd, 
and 1Li6 jaw Ael. 

L46zLo Jl.ai.6ed h1.6 gloved 
hand, and tAe I..loWA ILit ou~ 
aLLot on Lhe. .6houlde~ a.6 La6zlo 
6pewed, - £.apLg iAALaL6, old .an.. lapLg liuteau.-

He fAen. 6tal*ed out ot 
ou~ a1.dAt, and we t~.ied to 
4egain OUA. 6hatteJled peace . 
lJe ~etulUled to coapLine. Ou~ 
aUoL a6*ed jJJlotAe.~ "e.n...ceA 
Lo intone tlt.e, antiphon LALn. 
he .ade a 6pe.c1.al i.nten.Li..on 
lhat P41.n.ce6A I{ata~en.e Le. tound 
.ate and healthy. 

On tAi..A euen..ing, we d.id 
not JLLLi.A.e Lo OUA. cellA a6 
waA ou.ot. cU6tO.. ItUot N1.chola6 
chaJtged uA to go t04th ~o. 
OUJl l.JallA and AeaJlch an.d ~ock..6 
and gulLLe.A to~ LAL pune.e6.6. 
PJl.age~A weJl.L on all OUA. liP6 
ad we. each Look a to~ch an.d 
lIJen.t ouL 1.nto Lhe night. IL 
waA -dLill 4ain1.n.g, and the 
g~oun.d wad .uddU and looAel 



. _ . .... ,.r·-

p~nD1 ~DM pn. ~V7 'I'D 7U~Prn~ 

~.v~~ v~7¥nfu7 V . ~V~D7DX 10 
7U71:Jt1l lIV L 'lipoJ 1I7T1~n~p ¥lIV 
P~VfD7 ~V~ it7?'"VM 1IV7 1Tf1 PUD 
VViI"";)UT1ItI ¥7V vodn ~~liil Pro1 ilVV 
v~VM 7d~M o~ UD.OM 1i1¥11V70. 
'il6YD1 D VDM TI?'"VdoS 

'¥1IV7~607 ¥~V PlIV?-Tl:Jtil 
1i1lV7 PUD '7UlIVlI~U VTlM Dndos 
1T71Jn ~lIV v~n07 07 Pil7D7?v7V 
"""7 ilnnTl 1177'1' VDPI ~V~ 

1DV7 P~v7.¥~1~P 7v¥rl VTI~~UV 
~ilV7o¥q 'P~V]D7 ~7 07 p~p~~v 

ilVilVD7DX VViI~V!~d lill!P1p!W 
v, VM01 ilV] IDntlos 1101 -,vilV ilV 
V~VL 'uD7~7VIiVd ¥no 'If'lrrpU'' 
¥7V7o~q ~07 1UiI~ PUTI v1viln6 
¥ol p,urllilVlIlI v.oo¥ ilV7 01 IiDPI 

~V7 P1l7 VD70V~7N 10""" 
'vv~7i17r7 piI.ililV ilVV PUD 'po077 

PUD pn. V1!M pil¥ilno~ VDM ilVS 
'¥ilV PrTIV 1vrr7 I UilVM "I"";)oVv Ii. 

1i1fillo7 ~ilnilu 777P1 I • Vlf'-r.Jupu 
77D.V ~V7 P1l7~YD~ 1i17VDiI 
11V pVD 'lID. ~6VD7 D VDM ~H 

'T'/6T7V",,01 r;. 0fll'! P71fP"" 711 
VD -rv PlTlV PUTI tin pil"loo7 I 
. vViI-:J1JT¥d 1IV] pun07 pTlV 11V 

7DV1 -pro pil"T"'J vlI-:JulIff 1riIV10~f! 

'il9ViI-:J 01 1noTD 11M UilVM 1vnf PUD 
liI~!nil~ li~lInll vr 'vvnl PUD ¥~01l 
Ii¥ilnil pvno~TI P7V-:J~TlilV ilff 

'v11n~ 7111 110 dnv p= 
6unool 11'1'07 01 illJolilJD ¥07 
~717vvotl il1!7Jb ~., PlnoPl 17 1DV] 
lID1I7 uiI'(odvun uTI VDPI iI¥ilV1 



t~oa he~, 7he~e ~ad a deep 
wound on h~ head w~ch had 
aL~eady cauded a pUApLe AweLl~ng 
even aA LL waA LLeeung, 7 he~e 
we~e Aeve~aL lace~aL.i.onA aLouL 
heA, tacL, and we all n..e.QAd 
Sopkia'A Ac~ea. aA Ahe 
d.i.Acove~ed a dagge~ wound .i.n 
LhL g.ud' A chLAL tlhat holVtolt 
had iltoughL XaLa~ene Lo Lh.i.A? 

BltoihLIt AnciJr..eaA and Sop~a 
Lound he.~ woundA, and /lUot 
N.i.cholaA a4~d that Soph.i.a 
Atay ty helt A.i.U, AA Bltothelt 
~enceA ~ad a Lay-iltothelt and 
noL yeL ada.i.tted to the 
nou.i.t.i.aLe, he waA aLlo~ed to 
Ae.ltve tAe.i.1l nLedA, . 

We ~pt v.i.gil in the chapel 
tkltoughoul the nigAt, two at 
a Liae. She. had Lo Li..ve. 
7he thought thaL LaAzlo could 
pOAA.i.Lly IlELLL OUIl land wa.6 
evell pIlL.6l!.nt, and dO, too, 
wad the thougAt that the 
te.auLitul, young aai.den had 
not yel. Liul!.d heA. lite.. 

At aat.i.ndl we. weltl!. ~eLi..Lvl!.d 
to lealtn the. pItLnCe.AA had Live.d 
thllough thl!. night, and aUhough 
.it WUA onLy tLue o'clock Ln 
tAl!. .oltn.i.ng, tlti.A neWA waA 
an. oae.n ot a good day to coae. 
BltoLhLIt ~enceA iltougAt the. 
"' nltn...ing lLItaL Lo Sop~a and 
It .... ' ro d that the. plli..ncedA 
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.into tAl!. A.OO.. PUIt.c.L.6.6 
llatQJU.Jt.e. wa.6 te.LLilt.g hLA. /-ace., 
and ~e. WLA.e. ie.a.A..6 Al.A..e.aai..n.g 
tAo. BA.otALA. 1rIen.c.LA' e.ye.A • 

• Sh.e. i...6 LLind,· he. .6aid. 
·Can. Ahe. Ape.ale.?· a.6ud 

th~ AUot. 
·Ye..6, lui Ahe. i..A contuAe.d.· 
·7 hLIt. lolL wiLL Le.l UA. 

A.e.AL ~to.t.e. WI!. uk Iuvt 
que..6Li.on.6. B.t.otAe..t. 1rIe.It.c.LA, 
you wi..LL con.Li.nue. Ae..t.e. wUA 
he..t.. She. Ae.e.a.6 Le.A.6 tAig~n..e.d 
whe.1t. you .6pe.ak,· oL.6e..t.ve.d ALtoL 
NichoLa.6. • I wi..LL LA.Y 1.0 .6e.nd 
wo.t.d 1.0 Iuvt tathe.A. wi..tAoul 
La.6zLo'.6 knowLe.dge..· 

• • • 
A.tLe.A. coapLin..e., tAe. A.lloL 

A.LqUe..6tLd that I wait .in hi...6 
.6Ludy. I toole. tAi...6 1.0 aLan 
that P.t.i..I1CL lla.t.L wouLd ~ 
aAA.i..ui..ng .6oon. It wa.6n' 1. Long 
lLto...e. tAL ALtot, PA.i..nce. /(Q..ILL, 
and P.t.i..n.ce. ll.e..i..n.A.i.eh e.n.l.vt.e.d 
tAe. A.ooa. I waA Ln.lA.oduce.d 
1.0 Lhe.a a.6 Lhe. A c.t..iLL, and 
aLthough the.A.e. ",a.6 a cLA.La.i..n 
he..6.iiancy, the.y .6oon tOA.goL 
.Y plf.e.Ae.nee. and LLgan ApLalc..i..ng 
t.t.e.e.iy. It waA e.v.idLnL thal 
the. AUol and tAe. 1.",0 p.t..ince..6 
we.lf.e. n.ot only tA.i..e.nd.6 Lui 
con/..i..dan.LA. 7h.e.y had coaL 
to tAL alLe.y ly way ot tAe. 
iunne.LA aA tALY had appaA.e.n.LLy 

do~ ihAoughoui ~ 
IIhat /-oLLo"'A 

COI1Ve..t.Aati.OI1: 

He.i..n.t.i..ch: IrIhat alf.e. we. to do? 
~hat hu happe.l1e.d i..A all .y 
tauLt.. I have. tUllne.d ly Lacle. 
on La.6zLo'.6 w.iclc.Ldl1e.AA, cLo.6i..ng 
.y e.ye..6 1.0 tAe. day-lv-day 
iolf.a.Ln.L.6 h.e. i..ntLicie.d on UA 
all, hop.ing that Ao.e.how, he. 
would oulgJl..ow hi..A de.LauchLA.Y , 
e..6pe.ci..aLiy ",he.Jl..e. llaLaA.e.n.e. wa.6 
cOl1cLA.ne.d. I now le.now t.hat 
Ae. i..A a11ie.d wUA t.he. DLvi..L. 

7Ae. puneL waA di.Auaughi., 
and. i.Ae.A.e. wu gLnui..fU!. te.aA. 
.in hi...6 LyLA tOA. havi..ng LLgoi 
AUch a d.e..on • 

Ni..cholaA: tun whai happe.n..e.d 
io /(aiaJf..Ll1e. waA LaAzLo'A tauLLl 

Ka.t1: 'lILA. II.. all had ~~" 
a wond..eAtuL LVLni.ng .LaL. 
LaAzLo wa.6 LLi..ng LxiJf..e.ae.iy 
cha.uti..ng and waA pay.ing p.t.ope.A. 
cou.t.L to llaiaA.e.nL. IlLi..n.A.i.ch 
and I Aat i..Oge.litL.t. ty the. tiAe., 
Ai..pp.i..n.g .uLLe.d Wi..nL, aPPIf.ai.A.in..g 
tAL young onLA, di...6cUAAi..l1g 
0lL(. pi.e.aAUJt.L thai tALY Ae.l!ALd 
tond 01. e.ach otALA.. 7Ae.y we.n.l. 
ott ioge.t.he.JI.. to a A.all paALo.t. 
adjace.n.L 1.0 the. .ai..n hall. 



ALL waA qUL£L to~ Aoae LL.~, 
and :then we llLaltd LaAzLo .<tai.Ae 
h.i6 UO-LU. 1 'to_ .,hal. .,.. colLld. 
heaA., .i1 waA eu.ide.n.t. :tAd he 
waA toltc.ing K..alaA.ene tol.l/ 
i.nLiaaf..e w1.i.h h1.a. She waA 
ACltLaai.ng. ~y tJt.iend and I 
A.all 1..0 tAe. A.ooa, luL the doolt 
joIaA LocJud. lie could i.LLL. 
Ahe waA A.ulln.i..ng tJtoa hi..a, tui. 
tlten he caugh.L hLJt and Ai.aA.ud 
to t..at h<.". 7h.. UO.,6 to.ll 
hOAd, an.d ay hLaltt l..Jtoke. 
~e po~d on i.he doolt. 'yo 
al&Jay, old aen,' LaAUo hi.AALd. 
'7h..vce u notAi..n.g you can. do 
to AaUL he~. I Ile waA Laughi.n.g 
1.n a hi.gh pi.i.ch, and hL buLy 
AoundLd .inAane. K..ai.aA.ene waA 
l&Jhi....pe.tr-ing. NLULIt 1.n IlL"" 
Li.tdi.a.e. ot caA.lt and Loue could 
AAe hauL i..ag.ined Auch a holtJtoJt. 
7 IlL guaA.dA caaL and At~d 
to Lteak down the doolt. LcuzLo 
.6clteaaed. the dooJt gave joIay 
jU.6i. .in L.iaL to"" UA to Aee 
thL taLtLlted, tLood.ied K..aL.aA.ltne, 
cLotlteA Loltn, pLunge LaAzLo·1 .6 
daggltJt .in.Lo heA. cheAt... SIlL 
had LhL Look ot a tlti.ghi.LnLd 
deeA. ,.mo waA t.i.naLLy Ad /ALe, 
and .6he 'oULd pa.6t UA 1.n 
a tJtenzy, and oui. i.hL aai.n 
dooJt. SAe di.AappeaJted i.n.J..o 
the n.i..gAi. aA I A.an atteA. heJr.. 
She wcu dyi.ng, 'ui. AAe waAn' i. 

AallL e,n.ougA a1. thL aoaLnl.. to 
I.ULIl MOW 1.1... JLe.i.fUtic.h iAi.Ld 
to conti-TtL h1.lJ .6on, tut aLa.s, 
too aally 01- thL aLn-ai.-aA._1J 
atLIt.L Loyal 1..0 LaAzLo. Ile AOOIl 
ALi. oui. .ill ALaA.cA ot ALit. 

PJt1.nce K.aA.L 
talL ot atuAe, 
(A"'uu1 th .. 
hua.iliaL.1.on. 

ILLi.oLd 
ApalLi..ng 

angu.iAh 

llLirvr.i.cA: I aa .60 veJty gA.aUtuL 
tAd .6kL waA I-ound ty i.hL _OIlU 
and ""ougAl to LhL atLey. 

lie Aai.d tAi..6 i.lvtough han.d.6 
wh.ich coveltLd h.iA tacL. 

KQltL: Now, I AhaLl alJk the 
qULAti.on aga1.ll. ~hat ~ WL 
to do? rhe tA.Laty aUAi. he 
upheLd. /jou aAAUA.e u..6 ay 
tLLoved daughi.Llt ... iLl Li.VL 
and yet I cannot .in. go od 
COnAc.iouA COn.dOILL Lhi.6 aaLeh 
to LaAzLo. K.ataALnL ~aA .aLwaYA 
tLLn oLLdi.LnL and l&J4Lli.ng to 
con.swaaaLe hLit l.eLJt.oihaLI tuL 
AkL l&JaA Iteady to d.iL ltaihLIt 
tAan detiLL ~ALLt, tOIt An.e 
~t thL dLaon. and Aa... an.d teLL. 
hi.1J LU1.L. P uaAL, N i.choLaAI 

... ho 1.n.1..vr..plttd and gualtd 
LltLaty, telL u.s how to 

ih1.lJ gi.A.L. lio", do I 



coato~ ay daughtL~? 

N~choLaA: ~y ~~endA, LAiA 
~6 a judgaLni tAoa god, HiaALLt 
I i ~A lolL lIJ/I..o dLL..i...L.vla.Le,L~ 
ta1Ai/-iLd tAe. ULaty, and .i.1. 
~A god who had g~uLn UA ihe 
oppo-t.1.un.i1.y 1.0 tighi i..1.. I 
hold wi..tlLin ay POWL-t. the. one 
pe.-t.Aon who can ALand LLlweLn 
XaiQJt.LI'LL and Luz Lo. flow dOLA 
the. i~La1.y ~e.ad, flLiI'L.t.i..ch? 
7he Le.i.Jto:lhaL i..A io Le Letween 
Xa1.OA.e.ne. and you-t. /-i-t.ALtO-t.1l 
Aon. 

fle.i..tUli.. ch : 

cOlldLall hL-t. 
No, you 

to that! 
calUlo1. 

Ni..choLaA: you haue a choi..ce: 
ReaAt i..n tace and to-t.a o-t. DLaon 
ot he.a-t.t and AouL/ BLLAAe.d 
ot he.a-t.t alld Aoul o~ Beaui.y 
ot tace and tOlla. Whi..ch AOIl 
i..d i..t to Le.? 7he. Law ~LadA 
YOu-t. ti..lldtLo-t.n, the. chi..Ld you 
haUL not Lai..d eyed on Ai..ncL 
you pLaced hi...a .in ay a.ut..6 whe.n 
he waA Lui. a tew hou~A oLd. 
you havL not i..llqui..-t.ed aLoui 
hi... o-t. Ahowed any Ai..gl'L ot 
caJti..!'Lg. flOWLVLJt, I can ti..lld 
no aali..cL ~Il ay AeaJtt, tOil 
you gaue. ae. a p~ci..oUA gi..tt. 
You gaue ae. a AOIl to -t.ai..Ae, 
and 4 ha4 t-ilhd _y lit.. wilh 

joy. HL iA ~LLiant and a 
nai..tLJtaL Leade.A.. HiA de.toA.&ity 
L~ eMily to-t.goLten, Le.cauAL 
he i..A eaAily loved. EuUl. 1'1,0111, 
at tAi.A aoaeni.., .it i..A h.iA 
wh.i6pvti.ng vo.ice wh.ich AootheA 
and coatoJtiA tAe LLLnd pllinceAA. 
Now, I w.ill aA* ay qu..LALi..on 
agaLn. Wh.ich AOIl .iA .it to .... , 
H.e.ifUt.ich: She .iA LL.ind 
hu not YLL ..6LLn •••• 
.iA h.LA na.el 

and 
IIhai. 

H.ullJt.i.ch: A uuLy noUe na.-.e.­
-the. u.ietoJt, the. OIlL who .iA 
i..!'Lvi..!'Lci..Ue, the onL who .iA 
the. conquLIloll. 

/lad: Ah I A wi..A e ..t..e.aaJt.k.. 
WI. AapLy alloll) h..i..a on.to Lhe 
Lattlel-ieLd and LLt the. uieloJt 
.,.in.. 

IU.i.nA..i ch : Bul. -ii. will 
/la1.aJt.LnL who LO..6LA. 

74n hi. il L.. 44 who 
the. cho.ice. 

1l.e.i.n..A..i.ch: 
il only 4 
IILIlCLA. 

I · w.iLL ag~LL to 
Ahe t-t.eeLy chOOAe.6 



N.ichoLa..s: 7hen Lei helt 
conli..n.ue ai thL hand..s 
gL~..si .an I know. 

hLaLi.ng 
01. the 

K.a.t.L: I ..shaLL .elteLy tell 
AL.t. thai we .ay have tound 
anoiAeA. ..su..i.io.t. 1.04 he4. I 
a.- AUA..(!. AAL wi..ll Le .t.eLi.eved. 
~ay I Aee ALit now? 

N.i choLaA: B40the4 
you pLetLde Aee .it 
t.iniAhed pltepalt.ing 

Ivan, wUL 
So phi..a ha.6 

PIf..ince.6.6 
K.dQ..It.LfLL tOIt the n..i.ghi.1 

I lo.tl. I.h#. I.hAu tulUtd6 
and qu.ickLy If.eLultned to teLL 
t.Ae. that tAl! plt.ince.6.6 wa.6 
.indeed 4ead.ied tOIt the n.ight 
and thaI. Sophia had Letl.. 

7 AI! .6 cene that g"Ueted 
PIf..ince K.altL and P.t..ince HLi..n.c..ich 
loth .6hocked and co.to.t.Led 
the--.. the onLy Lighl. in I.h#. 
cha.l.elf. ca.-e t.t.o. the candLe.6 
at the head 01. the led--ju.6t 
enough L.ight. tOIt 61encL.6 Lo 
Itead. H..i.6 cha.i...t. wa.6 puLLed 
up cLo.6e to Lhe led .60 thd 
the lacle. ot .it waA even wLth 
t.Ae headJ..oaltd. 7 h.e, plf..i..n.ce.6.6 
wa.6 .6.iLL.ing up .in led wi...th 
helt head lte..sLing on 6Jence.6' 
.6houLdLIt, Li..6ten.ing to hi...6 
.6iolf.Y, un.6ee.ing eyed ti..~ed 
on the entitY. 



Doth plti..neLJJ ga<JJpLd wun 
tALY ti..ItJJt JJaw IILnee.JJI thLY 
WeltL aLalt.Ld ly hi...6 taeL, tAL 
taeL that we who Loved hi... 
de.altLy had co.e to Look upon 
a.6 a tAi.ng ot i.e.aui.y. IILIleeJJ 
Looke.d up JJ taltLLLd and puLLed 
tAe eowL ot hi..JJ haLi..L up to 
eove.1t the. Long, thi..ek ye.LLow 
ha..iA, lAe. tLatLe.ned nOJJe., and 
eLe.tL Lip. llowe.ve.lt, it JJe.e..ed 
aJJ though tAe. LIli.Lllan.L, 
JJLan.Le.d, LLue. e.ye.JJ JJhOAe. tlto. 
dee.p in lAe. hi..gh cUl!.ldofU!. 
JJocke.tJJ dl!.JJpi..t£ thl!. JJhadow 
ca.6t Ly tAl!. cowL. 

PIt.i..nce.6JJ Kataltl!.ne. Aat 
upltight. 'lIhat;,..6 iL, iJltothl!.Jt 
lJenee. JJ ? IIhat haJJ .ade you 
di.Atltaught? IIho i.JJ theJtI!.?' 

Ill!. ItOJJI!. /..lto. hiA pLace 
and plte.JJe.nLed the chai.1t to 
ALA. talAelt. AJJ Pltinc.1l KaltL 
JJpokL, KataJtell.1!. tecaae 
OVllltjoyed, and it ,.,a.6 a tl!.alttuL 
.u.un..i.on. iJltothLit IIllnc,e.JJ .6Lipped 
un..noLiCLd tlto. tAe. Jtoo •• 

It wa.6 decided that the. 
plt.i..nCI!.AA .6houLd Atay ai.. thl!. 
alLe.y. It wa.6 a Aate pLace.. 
It LaAzLo callL agai..n, JJhL couLd 
k takLn to OUlt eeLLaAA and 
the. AI!.CIte.L tUII.Il.LLA. 7u aUot 
a.n.d the. two plli.nc.e.6 tun. .e.t 
with Bltothelt AndlteaA. Plti..n.ce 
KaltL, ot COUIt.6e., wa.6 an.xi..ou.6 



afoul hiA daughL~/A LlindneAA. 
-I have Aeen LiaeA ~hen 

the pUA.pLe A~eLLi.ng atoul.. the. 
head paLeA, Aoae AigAL the.n. 
~e.Lu~nA, - Aaid B~othe.~ AndAe.aA 

- And when thai. happen~, 
it thai. happenA, how wi...LL Ahe 
Le aUe i.o accept. what we Aald 
in Lhe.~e tonight? She had 
he.~ Aead on the AhouLde~ ot 
a tlf-eak, a aOn.6te.~, a th4.owLacic. 
Lo an.cle.ni.. tiae.A. Ile. i6 /A.o. 
.ythoLogieA, 60aei..lLing nol 
qu~ Au.an 04. Aoae.Lhing 
conjUA.e.d ouL ot the. deviL 
l4Jolf-AlLip ot hiA cothell, - PA..-ince 
NLinllich 6 aid, hOllllitied ty 
hiA tillAL gLicpAe ot Wence.6. 
-ALL the AinA ot the cothe.1l 
on lhe Aon.-

- It he. l4Ja6 Lhe p~oducL 
ot de.vil I4JO~Ah-i.p Lhe.n Lhe Devil 
had ~n cheaLed,- clai.ed 
lhe. ALtot. -We have aglLLed 
to dee what. dhaLL happen. 
We will pllay that Lhe LOlld 
god guideA Lhede. eventd. AaLn.-

-AIen, - Ile.dponded Lhode 
ot Ud in LAe 1l00C. 

I.t l4Ja-6 Li..ae to~ caLi..n.6 
when Lhe thJt.ee old tlli..end6 
daid -good-n..i.gAL. - Ad I waLk£d 
down i.he haLL on. tAe way to 
chapel., I Aaw BIlOLhell WenceA 
on. hi.A paUid outAide PIli..n.ceAA 
KaL~ene'A 4.ooc. I looked 

down. on tAai. unuAual tace and 
thoAe powe~tuL handA and 
wonu",ed how anyone couLd lA.ink 
he wad t~ghLtuL. BuL LAen, 
I had waLched hi.a gllo~ inLo 
thi..6 aagni./-ic,e.nL cJt.eaLUA.e, 
thi..6 .agn..i.ti.ceni .an. 

lhaL aOllning ad Sophia 
caae to Lend 1..0 K.ata/lene. ' .6 

pellAonal needA, B~othe~ Wenced 
wad wa.i..Ling to~ he~. lie adked 
it Ahe couLd 6pend LAe .o~ning 
w.ith the p~.inceAA aA hL ne.LdLd 
Lo dpend Li..ae w.itA the 
co .. unLtg. lhen he Jt.equedLed 
a aLeLing with ALtot N.icAolad 
and .YAeLt. Ai.. tA.e • . eLLing, 
I di.Acove.lle.d ih.id wad le.cauAe 
I Wad di.~e.ci..oll ot pOAtuLantA. 

lhe. Li.ae. waA Len 0 ' clock, 
well attLIl tAe ao~n.ing aeaL 
and cAO~e.d. At,tot N.icAola-6 
AaL at. hi.A dLAIc., and I Atood 
teA ide. hia ad WenceA e~lf..£d 
Lhe ",ooa, t-i.LLi.ng Lhe doolf-wag. 
Ile wa.6 teclc.oned tOlLwa~d and 
g.ivLn pe.llaiAAion to Apeak. 

-1 wi4h to .inqui/lL atoul.. 
ay pLL.it.ion to tL acceptLd 
aA a pOALuLani. lhid iA ay 
/..i-/.ih peiil..i.Ofl . I have applied 
eve~y two gea~A to~ ten yeU.ltA, 
and geL 1 have noL Leeft 
accepted. Whai.. ot ihi.A Li..ae?-
he ulc.ed. 

- /ilAy do you not wail to~ 



t.ILe. choo.6i.ng 
OthLJt YLaJt.6? ' 
/tUot. 

CLItL.ony a.6 
i/lqui.Jted 

'I haue Leen ~epaAated 
/..Jt.oa the co •• uni.ty ~i.ncL CaA.i..ng 
to~ the PJt.inceAA KataJt.ene, • 
he Aai.d, hiA voi.ce Ao/..Lening 
aA he. Apoke. h£1t naae. . It wad 
e.aA!J to Aee that thLItL had 
L£Lfl a chan.ge. .in. hi.. • I n.eed 
to Lecoae pad at l.Ae OltdLIt, 

to Le tU.lJY away litO. h.e.Jt, 
d • /I.. heAi.Lal.e.d wLtA an. •••• c.-

Lawed h.e.ad. 
'7A.i../J dOL.6 not aak£ .• U~n..6LI 

WencLA, • JtLpLied the ALtot. 
• You do fLOt. Jtun. altJag /AD. 
Ao.eilti.ng and AD joi.n. the. OltdLJtI 
you JtUn. lowaJtd god. I tend 
to thi.n.k I aU.61 den.y gOUJt 

ItLque..6i agai.n,' 
7hLJtL wad lAue an.guiAh 

i.n. ItiLltCe.d' tace, and a LOlA) 
JtuatLL LAcaped hi.A thltoaL ad 

Ao.e.li..LA happe.n.ed. 
'Why? It had tL~n. ten. 

yealt4' an.d Ati.LL I aa JtLjecied. 
Ls i.t LeeauAL I a. flot woltlhYI 
n.ot Itu.an, a LeAlial thi.n.g? 

3-uAi lell at! thi.,fJJ and I wi.LL 
accLpi it an.d tan,i.fJh aY.6eLt 
to the tun.nelA,' 

TALA-L 
and 

'OA, n.o, au ~on. 
i.~ a VL4.y good Jtea~on, 

1.t 1.~ not that.' 
, ThLA let 

ca~ tOil KataltLnL. I a. cL~ain 
hLlt ta.lhLIt w1.ll Le. Aappi.LIl. 
I know wLLL hi.6 ItLacLion to 
.rL. I havL LxpLIlLLncLd it 
LLtOIlL, Lui i.t Aa~ nevelt hUllt 
liM. tA.i~ . • 

'you haVL dLLP tl!l!Ling.6 
tOil tAL Le.auti.tuL pJti.nCLdd, 
havLn't you, WencLd? ' adle.Ld 
ULot Ni.choLa~. 

BIlOthell ~LncLd LO~LIlLd 
h.i.d hLad dO that tAL YLLLow 
hau dhadoWLd .0.6t ot hu taCL. 
' I couLd not iAagi.nL ho~ I 
dhouLd ILLl 1.t dhe WLIlL 1.0 
Look upon .L ",i.tA tAL dCLaL 
dhocle. and tLllllOIl a.6 hLIt taLhLll. 
I flLLd to Le. away tllO. hLIt 
LetollL tAi..6 dhouLd happen, 
olt.y heallt would LIlLak. ' 

, But lJen cLd, dhL tltUdtd 
you. It i.d goull voice which 
a~dUlteA and AooihLA hLIt. TAL 
AoAltolt AhL LxpLJti.enced at tAL 
haMA ot LaAzLo cau.6Ld .uch 
daaage. 70 take away hL.tt. 
hLaLi.ng callLtakLJt now 1IJ0uLd 
LL anolhL.tt. c.tt.uLltg. It lhlVtL 
i..6 a .6i.gn thaL ~hL ",i.LL Itegai.n 
hLIl .61.gAt, WL ",i.ll talk agai./l. 
UnLiL that LLaL, I a~1c. you 
to COni..i.n.UL gou.tt. Lovi.ng CaA.L.' 

' But the.n. i.t .ag LL too 
LaiL,' 

'roil what, .g Aon,' 



7Ae anA~e..t. couLd la..t.LLy 
le. h.e.altd. "1olt ae. to e.ue...t. 
Atop Lou1.ng he...t., and I cannot 
LOUL ALit/ I aU6t not Loue. AL4." 

"It tA1.6 1.6 Aow you te.LL, 
"e.nce.6, 1.t aay aLALady LL too 
La1.L. P LLa6L Ite.LUltn to Lhe. 
plt1.ncL66 now. I aa 6UA..L 6AL 
1.6 an~ou6 aloui yOUA. a16LnCL." 

"LnCLA 6ighe.d, and oLLdi.e.nL 
a6 aLwaY61 LLtt to ..t.LLUJt.n to 
P..t.1.ncL66 Kata..t.LnL. 

• • • 
7 he. nLd WLLIe. wa6 a ti..aL 

01. g..t.Lat 1.ap..t.oULaLnt to..t. tAL 
pltincL66. SAL LltiLd waLIU.ng 
aJtound ALIl ..t.ooa, aLwaY6 hoLding 
onto "LncL6. ShL loole. hLIl 
aLaL6 6itt1.ng at hL/l lalLI., 
"LncL6 aLwaY6 gui.ding hLA. hand. 
SAL ~ouLd 61.t at thL w1.ndow, 
tLLLi.ng thL 6un upon hLIlJ "LnCL6 
aLway6 IlLading to ALIl. 

OnL paltLicuLa/l day 6L~Ld 
PL/l/.LCt. 7AL 6un aade. 
LULJty~ng ApaJtkLLI and tAL 
..t.06L6 ti.LLLd tAL a1...t. wi.i.A 
pL/ltuaL. "e.nce.6 caA.A..i.e.d 
J(ataAL~ ini..o tAe. Jt06e. gaJtci.Ln, 
and tALY 6aL on a AtonL LLnch. 

"It 1.6 VLJtg LLauti.tuL 
hLJtL, Kaia..t.LnL. 7Ae. /f.OALA 
a/lL in tuLL Uooa. 7hi.6 lU6h 
at yOwt /li.ght hand 1.A tuLL 
01. ..t.Ld ..t.06LA, and t.hL one. AL/lL 
at ay LLtt 1.6 pi.nk. AClt066 



tAe. patA 1...6 a 4011J 01. 
40.6e. LU.6he..6. . WouLd you 
ae. to pi.ck one. 1.04 gou? ' 

' Oh, ge..6, ~e.nc£.6. ' 

lIJh.i.ie. 
Li.lce. 

, LLt ae. .6e.£, lIJh.i.ch dhaLL 
.it Le., ' he. aUde.d to hi..a.6£Lt 
a.6 he. ~tood Look1..ng atout ALa. 

'How atout a whi.te. one., ' 
.6ai.d /(ata4e.ne. . 

~ence..6 c40.6.6e.d the. path. 
and 4eacAed to~ 4 wA.ite 40.6e. 

' OA, that one--the one 
AaLt-ope.nLd, peJttect petaL6 
4L4ch.ing to the. dkg, ' 

'7h.i.6 OILL? ' adked lJenced, 
po.int.ing. 

' Ye-6. ' 
He. pi.ckLd thL Le.aulituL 

tLoweJt and kneLt. Let04e. he~, 
pLacing it. i.nt.o hLJt hand-6. 
She .6aiLLd at h.i. and Lent 
he4 hLad tOJtwaJtd t.o pLace. a 
lci.-6d on h.id /.04LhLad. 

It wa-6 jUdi ihLn Lhat 
Wence.6 ~aLi.zed thal /(alaJtLne 
had a-6ke.d toJt.. a .6pec.it.ic Jt..o.6e. 
ShL couLd deL! H.e. Jt..LLUd and 
-6pun al.Jag /-Jto. AL/f. a-6 he Li/-tLd 
hi-6 cowL. 

'OA, no! PLea-6e, don't 
lU4n !-40a ae,' L~cLai..aLd the. 
pJt.inCL -6 -6 ad dhL gLniLy luJt..nLd 
WLnce..6' dhouLde.Jt..d .60 hL laced 
ALA. LookLng deLP .into h.i.A 
Liue eYLd, dhe -6a.id, ' Thank 
gou, au lci.nd IJt.iLnd. ' 

•. 



7h..e...i.A.. LyL-6 aeL and Loclu!.d 
a-6 LacA -6LLaLd hLLpLe-6-6 to 
Lu~n a~ay. A 6.~Le C~06ALd 

the Leau.t.i.lld, lui.i. Li.p~ 01 
Lhi!. p4ince.44, and WLncLA d~oppe.d 
h.i.A e.yLA ~fl Aha.L litat hI. 
AhouLd Loole. ai.. he~ Ln f.h.i.A 
aann..LA.. 

~LncLA waA VL~y honeAt 
alout hi.-6 teLLingA wALn he 
IlLpodLd tAi..A to ae ltd.. waA 
aLAo ti.LLe.d ~.itIa. awe aA ILL 
con..l.LnULd A~A LLLLing ot tAL 
IlLAt ot litL day. 

'~haf. d~-6iulll-6 you AO, 
Bllo~ ~LncLA?' aAkLd KataALnL. 

'You havL LookLd upon 
aL. you can ALL!' 

'YeA, and do you Aee aLalfA 
in ay tacL Oil tLa~ Ln ay eyeA? ' 
IlLpLied XataAene. 

~LnceA couLd Aa~dLy Look 
up .i.n.i.o tAai.. tLLoVLd tacL. 
It wa-6 a6 though 'he ~elle Looking 
wide-eYLd into the Aun. 'No ... 
Long?' hI. -6taaaI!.llLd. ' Wad 
I a te~llilLe Ahock tOil you? 
I would neVe~ havL wiAhed to 
aL4IfA you. I aAked to LL 
llepLaced Le.tO/lL you wouLd gazL 
upOn ae.' 

Xai..aIlLnL /lLachLd to~ h.i.A 
hand--ha~/lY and Long-naiLLd­
-and hLLd II LLtwLLn hIlA tiny, 
dLLi..caLL paLaA. 'You aAL thL 
gentLe-6L ot aLn. I knLw tAai 

tAoa tAL VLlly ti.ll.6t aoaLnt 
ot gLi.aa~ng COflAci..oUAne.6A. 
A-6 tAL daYA WOIlL on, tAL 
UacJc.ruuA gave way to g~ay 
cLoudy aoveae.nf.--not quitL 
6hado ... .6. 7he fLighf. ay tathLIl 
C4aL to v~All, I waA VLlly a ... a~ 
ot hi.4 ~acLi.on to you, and 
I tLLf. you~ -6haae and hu~t 
ad you LLti tAe ~oo.. I tAi.nJc. 
II WQ.6 f.1tLn. tAaL. I kn.e.w you 
WLlle AoaLAow di..ttL~enf.. I 
-t.eglleLt..ed tAd I couLd not 
Aee you, Lut I caae to know 
you~ g~acLtuL Atep and tAL 
.6ligAi. 6CJtaf.eA.ing aA you 0pU1.Ld 
tAe doo~. I tLLf. go~ LIloadfll!.4-6 
ot 6AouLdLIl and Long h4i4 aA 
I ~L6LLd ay lLLad again6t yOUA. 
4IfA. I knew YOUIl AiA..LngiA 
and hL~ghf. aA you I/laced ay 
wLak Lack whLn 1 L4~Ld to ... aLk. 

I hg= to lu.i. thai. I 
di.d not nLLd to ALI!. you. I 
kn.e.... you AO wLll. And tALn, 
thJt.LL daY6 ago when 1 awOkL, 
I couLd ALe light. and dQAk 
vei...Le.d -6hape6. I knew fu 
LQAgL, Ilound -6AapL co.~ng f.owa~d 
at!. waA Soph.ia, and atLe.1l .6hL 
LLti, I wai.i.Ld anuoUALy 
F~naLLy, I ALQAd YOUIt Af.L~ 
and ~atche.d a.6 tAL Lallge. doolt 
e.ttolliLLAALy pUAhed Ln, and 
thVLL you Atood. I couLd not 
ALe. cLealtLy, and 1 couLd ~ot 



YLt. /.OCUA ay gazL, tut. I knLw 
iL waA you . I did not. 
d..iALincLLy aake ouL YOILll 
tLaLUA.LA, tuL I Aaw noLhing 
to cauAL ay taLAL~'A ~LacLion. 

I d..id noL ~LuLaL the ~LLlLIln 
ot ay AighL, tLcauAL it d..id 
noL ~uLy LLco~ cLLa~ unLiL 
I aJ&IOkL tAi.A aOIl.n.i.ng. IL waA 
LhLn LhaL I waA AUII.L LhaL ay 
ayLAicaL tJtiLnd waA lteaL and 
noL AoaetAing out ot ay 
iaaginai..ion. I couLd Aee 
goall. LLauLiluL tLue egeA and 
wondeAtuL yeLLow haill., and 
I Aat i..n. aWL o/. yoUlt 
aagn..i./.icLncL . PLLa6£ do not 
tL anglty wiLA~. I waA onLy 
Loolc.i.ng tOll. a way to tLLL gou 
which wouLd not. caU6L gou 
uneaAine.6.6 . -

- And ag uppeall.ance doe6 
not. di.6gu.6i you?- a6le.ed ~enCL.6. 

-No . Ry gaze i6 OnL ot 
waJtai.h and gll.aLilude. you 
haue giuen ae 6tltength and 
cou~age and tAl. atiLii..y to 
iJtuAt. onCe again. flow eL6e 
aa I to Loole. upon gou ex.cept 
aA t!lund?-

-7hLn to~ lhi6 I aa 
g~~tuL. Howeue~, now we 
aU6i p~. I can no Longell. 
.6ell.Ue gou. you no Longe~ need 
aI., and you aUAt p~palle to 
tu1tLiL the t4~~tg.· 

Kal.all.ene 10welted he~ LyeA, 
and the e.tto~i ot he~ LA.eatAing 
hell.aLded UUA.A that AihntLg 
e6caped tJtoa te.Lween hell. Long 
La.6hLA. -I cannot iaagine 
whaL it wLLL Le. Lilc.e not to 
haul. gou neall.. Alte you du~e 
U aU.6L te th.id way? - .6he adlc.e.d 
pLeading aOlte than a.6lc.ing . 

- I wouLd L.i.lc.e notAi.ng 
te.tte~ than to ~e.ain youll. 
dl!.II.UanL, tui.. you aile 1.0 L.e. 
a ltuLelt, and ay li/.e i.6 tOltlwelt 
he~e . -

-7he thought ot .6eeing 
LaAzLo again telt~.itie..6 ae. -
He~ LA.aue. UUtOIt iUltne.d i..n.io 
.60L.6. -Oh, ~Lnce.61 ~hai.. i.6 
to tecOte. 01 ae./-

~e.nce.6 Aut Le.6ide he.~ 
and heAUanL1.y, tut liltAly, 
put hi6 a~ dod he~ and d.lt..R..w 
helt cL06e . The 6en6alion 
tAat Itan thltough h.i. aade. hi. 
iJte.aUe. He had aLwaY6 lc..noJ.1n 
he. wa6 noL aeani. 1.0 teeL tU6 
way, and get the~L wa.6 .6uch 
6Wl!.LiAe.66 and pLe.a.6~ in 
ho1d.i.n.g th1... g1.41 Hat he tell. 
hi6 60«L 60alt. How couLd t.ILi.6 
te wlI.ong? The. Lhought. htt 
hi.A aind aA qu.,iclc.Ly a.6 .it 
enulled. FOil hi.., .it waA w~ong . 

and 
won't 

He ti.naLLg tound wo~d.6 
aAlc.ed, - SUlleLy, iAey 

10ltce the LetllothaL; 



o.t. aUJd iAe.y?' 
'~y tathe.t. toLd ae that 

Ae alld P.t.i.llce HLi.rvti.ch 
iA.yi.n..g to ti-Ild a way 
pe.t.hapA allothe4 Aui.tO.t..' 

"'''-A." 
ouL, 

'7hell ay p~aye~A t04 you 
wi.lL ie tAat he i.A Lo vi.llg alld 
gen..Lle and 4eApLcLA and hono.ltA 
you,' And aA ~LncLA .t.LLLaAed 
Kaia.ltene, hI.. added, 'yOUA 
llighn.l.AA.' 

S~ AtaAed into hiA eyeA 
and AuddLnly and 6adlg .t.Lali.ZLd 
tAat AoaLihing wonde.t.tul had 
JUAt Lnded . She c.t.adlLd thL 
wh.i..i..e ..t.OAL in ~A hanciA aA 
",,,ftCU h"lp"d """ to hu. t"et. 
Ile hLLd ~A a.t.a aA Ahe waLlc.e.d 
tack to he~ chaat~.,1t . Ka1.alU!.llL 
wouLd have ~atAe~ hL cQ..AAi.ed 
heA., She Loved Lung c~adLed 
i.1l hi.A a.t.aA JUAi aA Ahe c~adLLd 
Lhe .ltOAe. 

She 
thu 1.0 
teLL bdo 

LaiL.t. ..t.eveaLed 
aL aA hL..t. C~L 
ay halldA, 

all 

The llLa Lwo daYA WLA.L 
unevLIlLtuL. I wouLd Lalc.e. 
KaLa.IU!.lI.L hvt .LaLA and AiL 
in he.t. chaate.t. aA I ACAiLed 
aanUAc..t.i.plA. ShL waA VLA.y 
qui...eL, and I would Aay the.t.L 
wad a AadneAA alouL he.t.. I 
Aaw joy in hLA. ollLy twi..CL. 
OncL waA when AhL Looked out 

tAL w.i.n.dow i..rdo lhL COUA.Lg~d, 
I wen..L Lo Aee whaL had cauAed 
he.t. .t.eacLion, alld the.t.e LeLow, 
waLlc..i.ng i.n a p.t.aYL.t. c.i.ttcLe 
wi...tA i..Ju!. aon.4:.6 waA lIenCLA. 

T~ otAe..t. Lia.e waA a 
AiAange e~peA.ience to.t. aL. 
I have had no con.Laci o.t. 
/-iIt-6Lhan.d Jc.n..owLedge 0"-
otAeA.vaLi..on ot lOVL LLLween 
a aan and a woaan, A 0 I waA 
not e~pecLi..ng what happened 
i..Ju!. day /(aLQ..A.enL and I waLJc.Ld 
tAL a.A.cJa.ed pAoaenade to the. 
cLoiAU.t.. We had taun lui 
a tew dLe.pA whe.n KaLaA.ene 
/AOZl!., hvr. LgeA 'gazi..ng aAe.ad/ 
Ahe wad haA.d..ly lAeathing, 
I looked up and dQ..W ~Lnced 
AtoPPLd .tn hi.d tAackd doui 
twenty teeL away. Thei.4 eyed 
WeAl.. to.t. each othe.t. only, and 
I couLd tee.L a p.t.edencL ad 
though a thiAd Llltily wad 
lo.t.n od ot tAl.. i.J.Jo ot tAea 
and aLL doaewhL.t.L Letwee.n. 

7he ai.1f. wad tuLL ot LAi.d 
Ln.Li.Ly, and iL Lecaae. a04-e. 
and ao.t.£ .i./lL£nde. I wad a/Aa.i.d 
Lo Apeak OA. aove, LeAL I dediA.oy 
il, and i.Ae.y d£ea£d unatLL 
to L~eaJc. the 6pLLL. 

lIenc.e6 wa6 Lhe. on..e. who 
t.i.llaLly had the. 6L4.e./lg:lA 1.0 
A.i.Le.ntly tUlln away ad KatQ..ltene. 
ga4pe.d a LLJ..1..le. clly. lie. d.i.d 



nol Apeak ot Ll, Lui I ~epo~ted 
the Lnci.deni. to the ALLot __ 
who jUdt AaLLed. 

And then Lt happened that 
LdAzLo once agai.n deAcended 
upon UA: I hu~edLy Ltought. 
tA«. p.ltLnCeAA Le.LOld .into. the 
tunnLLA unde.lt oUJt ceLLa.ltA. 
lIh.e.n I .ltettUned, AUot NLchoLaA 
ldaA gLVLl'lg LaAzLo an uLtLaatua. 
Jle WdA to aLi..cle. Ly any change 
Ln tAe t~aty aA dictated ly 
the HoLy Roaan Eape.lto.lt O.lt Le 
ex..i.LLd. 7hi.A waA to k hLA 
puni..Ah..enl to.lt atte.pLing lo 
detLLe lhe p.ltLnceAA. 

LdAzLo WdA tlJ..ltLOUA. Ill. 
had Leen Aea~chLng lhe 
couniAYALde ~o~ two weeAA 
iAyi..n.g lo t1.nd Kata~ene. Il~ 
pUAhed hi..A way th/tough lite 
aLLey, lui he Mew tAe u.pelto~ 
could and would Aend an a/tay 
i..t Ae contLnued to out.ltage 
tAe ~lot. LaAzLo AaLd tAat 
ICataA.ULL had La LI!. lAe.lte, 
LecauAe Ahe "'a.6 nowhelte It.LAL. 
Ile. wan.f...lt.d 1.0 LtUn the aonaAlvty 
to tAL g.ltound lut AaLd h.e. wouLd 
not aA Alt. .ltlt.Apl!.cLed Aanciua~y. 
In uu.iJt, h.e. ~l!..6pl!.cLe.d noi.A.i.ng. 
But he. Al'lLw tAe. A.lLoL wou.Ld 
Ae.nd a .l!..6AagL that couLd 
de..6uog hi... .it he. p~ovolu.d 
tAe. ALLot tu~LAe~. 

AA LdAzLo ldaA Leav1.ng, 

tJlI. Allot toLd A.i.a to Le 1.n 
tAe eAlJ..Itch at ten i..n the aOltn.i.ng 
Lwo day A hLllce. ' It.u. tAe.n. 
JlJe. AhaLL aLL h.e.a.lt tAe. lapLA.O.lt' A 
U c....i..6 1. on. . ' 

IIhLIl .it waA Aa/-L, AlloL 
K .ieAoLaA AI!.ni. wo.ltd to BJtoi.JuJt 
IJI!.IlCI!.A La Lt.ing KataJtl!.nL lacle. 
to h.e.Jt chaaLe.Jt. I weni. 1.0 
gLl a aan.uAcJtipt I had Lee.n 
woJtlc.in.g on, and. aA I Lid.iLd 
lAL U.6Ie., i..A£y caae. to LAe 
dooJt. 

It waA olvi..olJ...6 that lIe.nceA 
had ue.n Le.LLi..n.g K.ataJtl!.nL ot 
the. ueaty go1.ng ll!.toJte. LhL 
lapl!..ltO"". Ile.Jt lite. waA now 
4.ing du . .ithd. I eou.ld 4~ 
hL.lt cling1.ng to ~ence.6. Ske 
waA no Longe"" the Ltave Li.ti..h 
g.u.l thu"""""d 1.0 do h£" dUll. 

' 1 know I havl!. no Jti.gh.t 
1.0 ttu..L tie way I do, a/.Le.-Jt 
all you Q.ot.e a aonJc... But I 

Aag .iL. IJht. .ag I'lLVLJt 
an.o~ t.Uu. I lov£ 

gall., #JLnClt.A. ' 
He. waA alouL 1.0 Le.LL he"" 

tAaL he. wdA only a Lag-Ltot.Ae."" 
Lui. .inAuad Aud, ' PeJt.AapA 
1.t. .iA LI!..t.L4!Jt that. i.A.i.ngA Q.ot.L 

aA J.Ae.g a.u!.. We teeL uLpLg, 
and gou wouLd do LLti..e.A. La 
Lovl!. anolAeJt. I JIJ.i.LL uLL 
IIOU i.hai. I d o 4UttU LII ~ 
VLA.g lAought. ot aL Lov1.ng gou, 



luL ~L ~A to~ LAL lLAL Lhat 
.wL pad now.-

Kat~LnL .0vLd cLoALA 
i..n.:to IILIlCLA' e..-Lt.acL. -HoLd 
~, p~aAL. JUAL onCL, AoLd 
aL c10AL AO i.hat I w~LL aL..JagA 
havL I..AL avao.t.g 01. LL~llg Add 
19 LhL .all I LOVL . -

It aL.Odt t~ok~ 
Lo ALL i.he.a t~naLLg 
and tLLL i.hLi..A. pa~n . 
aU now aL i.hL .e.t.cg 
£"PLAo.t.. 

• •• 

.g kL~t 
Aep~ai..L 
lie WL~L 

01- the 

1hL nLxL dag, ALlot 
N~choLaA ~LC~VLd Au.t.p.t.~~ng 
neWA. ThL l.pLAo~ h~.AeLt 
,.,.a..6 coa~ng Lo announce h1..A 
dLt:.A.LL. The~L waA g~e.at 
exc.1..Le..aen.t ~n. LAe paLacL a..6 
well aA .in. tAL aUey. T kL 
p~Lp~aL.ion.A we.t.e .allY aA WI.. 
lU!.ad....U.d i.he taA.iLica to.t. i.h.i..6 
i..pouallL event. The naL.ion 
had .,a~Led to~tg-A~x YL~A 
to.t. J.Ai../J day. ThL P.t.i.JtCLAA 
waA 10 LL CLAL.o~oU./JLg 
Lel.t.oLhed. But 10 ,.,.hoa? 

The £..pe.t.o~ a~vLd aaong 
.uc.A g.t.anUUA. . ilL Apeni.. tAL 
eVL~llg wiLh UA and awokL L~Lg 
to~ ~A .o.t.n~ng ~aAA. 

Soph1..a a~~i.vLd wiLh t.lu! 
lLLAoLhal ga.t.aLnLA to~ Ka1alU!./le. 
I lA.ough1 Lhe .0.t.Ili..ng .eaL 
to.t. 1..he. and A100d ApLLLlound 
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at the 4ichnL44 ot the gown. 
It wa4 white wi.th goLd and 
pea4L eat4oidf!.4g. lhe 
Aief!.ued Wi!.4£ long and titted 
to po.int./J a.t. the lack at heJt 
hand..d . 7hL goLd and pe.a.llLy 
leLt Lay on ALA. hi.p-IJ and t.lla~Lf!.d 

th.. tall l .. ngth ot th.. .."1."t.. 
On ALit hLad waA a A.all, white. 
hal. which tit. .in.to h eA. l.lta,ided 
haJ...Il1 and a pLaltL /.1..11 to Lite. 
udelLe. ot hLIt. t04Lhe.ad . A 
goLd ue.-iL waA a:llachLd to till! 
/-Iton..i. ot tAe. hat, and it 
.6UAA.ounde.d ALA. hLad liJc.L a 
halo . She. .... a..6 daz.zli.ng, And 
AhL Atood VLA.y 4i1.lL, n.ot aoui.ng 
aA though Ahe. Wf!.A.L . not qui.te 
JtLaL. 

hu_ 
I aade. a 
appLallanCL, 

co •• e.n.t aloal 
Lut t.llLIte. JJad 

no A-L.6pOn.6e.. 
P.tt.in cL /(alLl QJtA.i.vLd to 

£AcoJti ALA daughlLA. .i.n..lo tAe. 
LaAi.Lica, and I Le.tt to take. 
.y pLaclt 1IJ.i..i..A ou..t. co_ull.i.J..g 
aAound t h e .a1.11 aLtaA.. ALLot 
K.i.cAoLaA WQ./J waiting tOA. ae . 
~L loth a p pn.oachLd ~LnCL~ • 
HL wa~ ~~tt~ng in thL. lack 
eo~nL~, ~o hL couLd n.ot La~Uy 
Le ~LLn. lU thL cong~LgaLion.. 
H.e. P~LtL~~Ld thL ~hadow~ whLn 
in puUic., lLcau~L' hI.. wa~ n ot 
aLLowLd to WLa,,- thL hood with 
hi... haUt aA h.. had talc..n no 



UOWA, W£. allowed hia 
coato~t within th£. all£'YI 
w£. tollowed th£. ~uleA in 
laAi.Lica, 

thi." 
Lui 
the 

-W~nceA,- Ata~Ltt.d Lh~ 
ALlot, -thi.6 iA going to le 
an. UIluAual day tOIt.. you, I 
do noL want you Lo tealt.. tOIt.. 
yoUlt.. appeaJt..ance , It iA Liae 
i..Ae. people A-e.aLize t.hai. you 
haue i.h~ It....ighi. to eu./,L, It 
I aM: t.o call on yOll, I wan.t 
yOU to tollow aLL illAuuction..A , 
WiLL yOU do tAid, ~encedl-

. -z hav~ alwaY6 Leen 
oLediLnt, ALlot Nicholad,-

-1hi.A aay go leyond 
ol.edi..ence. One .1.ghl. day 
d.i"L£Li£t.-

-1hell I AhaLL t~UAt you.­
The ALloi de£.ae.d ~eUeued. 

-Y£.AI lAuAt, lu..t. iAudi .in. the 
LOlt..dl Wenc£.",,· 

-I ah.JaYA havel ALloL 
Ni.chola", . -

~e Loolc. OUlt.. Aeat6 aA the 
iAu..-peLA announced tAL LnUance 
ot the lapL~o~ wah a tantaA.e, 
Htt. p~ocLedtt.d up tAe ai.Ale 
i.n pUlt..ph Aplendo~ to the 
thA.OIl.l. plaCl.d leto~e the high 
altaA.. Followi.n.g WeA.£. P,,-ince 
Kalt..l and Katalf.ell.l., They Atood 
leto~ the lapelf.olf., headA low£.d, 
t" f. I ..law the. p~i.nCe.66 Alt.a~ch 
out Wenclt..6 . He gaue h.tt,,- a 

Aaile ot Lncowr.ageaen.l wAi.ch 
ALLaed to cal. he,,- a l.it. 

The laPLIf.O"- 1f.06e and in 
a loud voice Aai..dl -Attelf. 
auch plt..ayeA. and deL.LlLJtaLion, 
i..L i6 ay LLLi£.t and judga~nL 
tAat tAe t"-LaJ.y 6J.an.d6 aA 
w~i..tten,-

La.6zLo 6houted and caae 
10dA a6 KataA.Llle tu~nLd paled 
and eJt..i..nged J.owaA.d Aelt.. lathelt.. . 

-Sit. down'- olt..delt..ed Lh~ 
lapelt..olt.., glalf.i.n.g at La.6zlo, 
·1 6ud ..it 6tand6 a6 wJLi.ilen • 
Kai..aJt..ell.l. .i6 leunthed to tAe 
ti..It...6Uo,,-n . .6 Oil ot P.c.i..n.CL 
lieillA.i.ch . I haue l£.alt..ned that 
La6zlo LA n.ot the ti..Jt..6ilolt.n. 
I now call upon Plt.ince HeillA.ich 
to tJt.in.g toJt.th Ai.A eldL.6t .601l.-

La.6zlo W4.6 plt..oU",Ling 
and cau.6i.ng a loud co .. oLion. 
And he wa'" olt.delt.ed to lL qui..et 
Olt. to lL put out. 

Plt.ince Hebvt.ich ",lowly 
1t..06e and ",toad letolt..e ALLot 
Nichola.6. TogetAelt.. they weIlL 
t.o "eflceA an.d a6ud hiA t.o 
plt..oceedJIJiiA the.. He did AO. 
A.6 he waLJc.ed .illLo tAe lighi., 
tAL4e ... e~ ga.6p.6 and CJt..i.e6 
at teaA. and .6hoclc.. The E..pelt.olt. 
wa.6 aldo talc.Ln aLack lV th.iA 
leon...Lne. aanl .6tanding le/olt.e 
Aia. It wa.6 clLalf. that ~ithelt.. 
lJence6 nolt. K.atalt.£.ne knew what 



I&IaA talc.i.n.g pLace. 
'TAiA iA yOU4 ti~At'o~l' 
'YeA, you~ ~aje.Aty,' waA 

aLL He~ich couLd Aay. 
'DecauAe ot i.Ae. AiA.ange 

C~CUa.6LanceA ot LAiA aoaLlll, 
I ,.,.ill cle.u.i..aLe tA.oa a/l o~.i..g.i..n.aL 
AtaLL.e.nt and aAk P~Ce.AA 
Kal~e.nL .it Ahe. wouLd acce.pt 
LAi.A aan aA a. hUAland. 
K.ata~e.ne., do you ac.c.e.pt lIence.A 
to Ie. you~ hUAland?' 

'lIilh all ay luuut, yOU4 
"ajeAty.' 

T~e. we~e AhoulA and 
AiAAe.A and c~Le.A ot ala~--
LUI.n. WaAn.i..ngA, CUA.AI..6, and 
to-u.J.oriillg- - coa1.ng /Aoa th#-
cong~l.gat.ion. IIvr.CLA .6tood 
.. ULL and .. t~d kbJu.1l th#­
ALtot and P~in.CI. NI..i.~cA, 
a~ai.d 1.0 aOUL, not Mowing 
what to LeL.i.eue, and tl.aA.i.ng 
to~ /(atOALfLL AhouLd thL ~LatA 
coal. to paAA. LaAzLo ' A t.Juu.atA 
wL~e LApLciaLLy ~utaL and 
dLA CA..-i.pLiUL. 

TAe. laPL40~ tU~fLLd to 
La .. z.lo and a..dvud ALa to k 
Lx.i.LLd /.lto. tAL Land. Ne 
O~dL4Ld AiA gualtdA to LACOltt 
Aia out .i.aal!.diateLy. ThL Aound 
ot AiA ~LatA and CU~ALA eeAoed 
LAltough tIt.e. laA.i.L.i.ca and caUAe.d 
all otA~ Aound4 to CLaAL 060 
LAat tho.6e hOJtJt1J~L LcAoeA 

weJt.L aLL LAat couLd t ,e heaA.d. 
The glteat doo~A A LaaaLd 

AhuL, and LAe~e waA onLy 
A.i..le.n. ce . 

'Then the de.l.d which 
AtaJtLed at gOllA l.i.~th iA now 
accoapLiAud,' Aud LAI. lapeAo~ 
AO quelLy LAat onLy LAoAL 
at 1.Ae. aLtQA. couLd hea~. 

'you ~ajeAly, .ay I Apl.aAl' 
aAkLd ALlot N.i.choLaA. 

'Ot CO(LJtAe.' 
'1 ",.i.Ah to addJteAA lIenceA . ' 

7he ALtoi taced Lk.i.A Aon ot 
AiA heaA.i and AiQAie.d to Apeak 
quietLYI ChOOA.i..n.g h.i.A wOltdA 
caAe/.uiLy. '/Jence.A, I MOW 
tA.i.A aUAt 'I. untaLAo.alLe. to 
you. Il.i.A o1L tltue. Ijou 
alte the. PltLnce. ot Cho.i.ce. . 
TAiA iA the lte.aAon I wouLd 
noi accl.pi you .i.n.l.o the. O.tt..de.It. 
you QAe. a aOAt e.xLapLaAg 
cand.i.da..Le., l.uL I teLt you had 
anoihe.1t deAL.i.ny. Now, LecauAe 
ot ay de.e.p Ite.Apecl tOIt you, 
IjOUIt H..i.ghfLLA.6, I aAk you, do 
you accepi tAl. le.1t.A ot Lk.i. ,6 
tlte.aL,,?' 

'Be.cauAe ot a" Loue tOIt 
KalaJtLlle, I haue Aeen and 
Itejo.i.ced .i.n tA.i.A dA.eaa a hundJted 
Liae.A .i.n theAe paAt weeAA. 
I now, a ,6 Ln thoAe. dlteaaA, 
want onLy whal ",ill 'e teAL 
tOIt /(alalte.ne. I do noi. ",.i.Ah 
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Laughi.n.g and taLki.ng. I aaelL 
ay W44 to the cente~ ot acLiuiLy 
and tound ~Lnce4 hoLding hi.A 

OUA. i.n.lant ki.ng waA 
4ieepi.n.g peaceluLLy, a Liny 
li.At cUA.Led up unelLA. hiA chi.n. 
He had llond CUA.l4 and 40Ay 
ChLLU. ilL opLrutd hi.A eye4 
enough to/t ae to ALL that they 
WLAL fLUL Like hi6 tath~'A. 
1hL onLy thought in ay head 
waA that ~od had Aent on..e ot 
hi.4 chI!.A.ut4 a4 a aani.tL6tation 
ot ~~nCLA and KaLaA.enL'A LOUL. 

1hL chUALe.ni.ng, whi.ch 
waA eaUAe to/t celeuaLion 
~oughout the land, La4Led 
onL we£k. ThL chi.ld wa4 na-.Ld 
lIence4laA, Aon ot IIIence4, 
tg h.i~ .otheA. Th.. p .. opL .. 
accLpLed thi..A gladLy, to/t 
ty tAi4 lue. they Jc.ne.w lJencL4 
wad a good aan who /tuLed w.ith 
Loue. and jU4LicL. A#LA. a 
gLQA, aO-6t had tOllgoLien tALiA 
4hoclc. at hi.6 appeQAanCL and 
loued tALiA Punce. 

Ou/t coun.hty joined with 
tAL othe/t coun.hti.e-6 01 iUIlOPL 
in 1.he lloLy Roaan u..p.iJte, and 
WL Ahalled in. tAe peace and 
plloApellL1.y. 1A.au£l LeLw~en 
tAe couni.A.u-6 waA ea-6Y and 
-6i.nce OUIl lOllde/t-6 opene.d 1.0 

RUAAi.a and Lh£ ia6t, we had 
.any uiAi.tOIlA with 6i..1lange 
6t04i.e6 ot Apice wall-6, AiLk 
ae.4chani.-6, and jade piA.aLe.-6. 

OWl alley tecaae a ai..AAion 
tOil pi.Lgll.La6 tllaue Ling ouell 
the aountain-6 Oil A aiLing the 
lliUell. 1heAe pi.lg.tr..i.a-6 told 
U6 ot tke {'IongollJ and Ta/ltall-6 
and ot inua-6ionA. It Aeeaed 
ueA.Y tall Illoa U-6, and the taLeA 
welle Lxci.Li..ng. And thLn WL 
-6ta/tud hLalli.ng talLA ot a 
1.Iluly euil plli.ncL who cLa.LaLd 
hi.A Land-6 ..Ln thL aountai..n-6 
to Lhe ' La-61. ot OU/l lOlldLllA. 
ilL had coaL Illoa RUA-6i.a and 
dLACLndLd upon thL natiuLA 
with lluthLL-6AneAA, Awitt and 
.tLA.Jtitging. 

WLnCLA ALl up outpOA.tA 
at thlA loalldLIl and a ALlliL.., 
ot AignaL .toweJtA .to wa/ln ot 
i.nuaAi.on. 7hLIlL WLIlL con-6lant 
AJc.i.A.i..,he-6, and WLnCe-6 had 
a -6en.Ae ot upending dangL-ll. 

ilL couLd lL a t/lighLe.ni..ng 
ell.eJlg it neLud to pltolect 

' hi.., countlty. 
Ten yealtA pa-6-6ed in thi.A 

.an1lLll. llata/tLfU!. and WLncLA 
cLLLLIlated a decade ot Loui.ng 
.a/t/ti..age. The young ung waA 
gltowi.ng taLL and Alltong. 7 he 
peopLe WLlte happy and 
PIlOAPL/tOU-6. OUll ai..nd-6 and 



dpiA.ild we-t.e .af. pl!.acl!., dO WI!. 
.;~ flOt.. p-t.l!.p~d to-t. wAat 
IIHld Lo COaL. TAl!. d.ignaL t.i.A...l!.d 
w~e Lit, and a t-t.anLic _eddage 
tOAL Ldp /.A.o- LAI!. lOQAdvtd 
ALl!.acAl!.d Lhi!. paLacl!.. ~enceA 
ll!.d AlA a-t._y In.J..o lattll!.. 

It Aoon tl!.ca_1!. I!.u.ident 
that ou-t. enL_y waA all.ied w.iLA 
the T QAtQ..JtA. T he.i-t. ala wad 
not.. onLy 01lA. conquLAt lui. aUo 
the conqueAL ot Ch-t.lAti..anlJ..y. 
TAl!. Noly 6IQ.ltd had -t.eacAed U-6. 

Coung down /.A.o_ tAL Nodlt 
waA K.Aan 01. /U.ptchale., Lead.i.ng 
tAe. T a..t.ia-t.A and Pto_ LAI!. EMt 
tAe. euil pALlnce and hlA Aoa-t.d. 
TAl!. t.igAti..ng waA t.ie-t.ce and 
catapultLd itA ell. to the ve-t.y 
wallA 01. OUAL c.ity. 

6IencLd ~At dALove tAL 
K.Aan and T a..t.iaA...6 lacle. to RuAd.ia, 
and tAe.n Ae led the a.-r..y lacle. 
to tAe cily. TAe paLace gUQ.ltdA 
and tAL clly-aA.Jl.Y "'eALe hoLding 
a l.ine on 1.he pla..iflA, dO thaL 
whLn 6ILnceA dedcende.d upon 
the ALeaAL tlanle. ot t..hL eflL_y, 
.i1. waA a devadta1.lng llow. 
And AO, a/.LeAL 1.wo yeQ.ltA ot 
aU tAe hO-tAo-t.d ot wQ.lt, it 
waA /.i.naLLy 0 u~. 

~Lnc,Ld Lni..eA.e.d tAe cily 
to tAL M.LLJU and adu.LaLi.on 
ot hi.A people.. Ile waA buLy 
tAl!. ulc.to-t.- -tAe AL-t.O. Ile Aad 

Aaved hi..A 
CAu.ltch. Ne 
taa.i.ly, and 
1..0 nOll8.al. 

coun.J..-'ty and 
-t.LLu-t.nLd 1..0 
all ALLAe.d 

h.iA 
hLA 

.facie. 

I cannoL L~p-'tLAA to you 
LhL tLeLing ot LOAd, Lhe pun 
ot Aoul, and ihe contuA.ion 
ot und ",hen WOALd -'teached 
UA one weele. LaLL-t. Lhal P-t.i..n.CL 
"enceA had hen Ic..i..LLed. Ile 
had iLLn AiaLled i..n Lhe lacle. 
ly hi.d lA.otAe.lt aA he waA al.out 
to JteLi-'te. to kiA ta.a.i.Ly 
chaaLe-t.-6. 

It wad -t.eveaLed tAaL tAL 
ene_y p-t.lnce tltO_ t..he EaAt 
wad, .in tact, LaAzLo. Ne had 
hi..dden in J..he tunneLA undelt 
tAL palace a-6 hi..6 alUl.Y wad 
tLe.e.ing de/.eat... Thelte hI!. wai..J..ed 
un.J..i..L Lhe LLae waA Iti..ght and 
e~l!.-t.ed LIte palace J..hJtough 
tAL -6to-t.I!.A.OOa.6. NL Atal..Le.d 
ItIllnceA and JtLLuJtned to tAil 
tun.n..e.l-6 lile.e a ltaL. Ne Ic.n.e.w 
Lhl!. tUflfleLA weLL, and AO 
although Lhi!.JtI!. wad a tholtough 
6ealtch, he wad neveJt tound. 

WLnCe-6 wad lUJti..ed .in the 
catALdAaL i..n. ll-t.on-6tadl. The 
PJtOce.Adi..on wound i..td way tALO_ 
OUAL ci.ty 1..0 the cat..hedALaL wliA 
the. p-'tOCL-6Ai..on' A d.ize -6weLLi.ng 
aA .it we~ LhAough the 
couniAlJdi..de.. It waA Led ly 



tA~ young King and DueLn 
llaLaA.LnL . 7hLi.A.. c taLwad 
cAouLdLA.c and tOll..tulI..Ld tacLA 
toucAe.d tAL hLad ot all tAoAL 
wAo tollowLd. 7h~ ",a~ nothing 
to do tu.t clI..y 011.. Ac~aa in 
U A pa..i.A.. H. 0 w couLd tA.i.A hap pe.n.? 

llaLaltLnL and tAL King 
Itdwtn...e.d to thL paLacL. ShL 
wLnt into aoulI..nLAg tOll.. ALVLn 
YLaltA . ShL LivLd a4 a nun 
and cLoiALLItLd hLlI..cLLt LLAind 
thoCL waLLA. PLopLL C/UlL tA-oa 
tMoughod tIu! coun..ilty to ALLk 
heLp tA-oa tAe h04p.itaL 4he 
opLnLd witAin thL paLace.. 
Alandon...e.d and oll..pAanLd cAiLdltLn 
We.ItL weLcoaed . SAe. twtnLd 
no one away. 7Aell..e. welte. lte.pOUc 
ot ai.A..acuLouc CUIte.A at tAe. 
AandA ot tAiA Aainied ",oaan.. 
lie. aL the. aUe.y do noJ. Anow 
ot t.h..i...6 aA /.i.ItAtAand knowhdgLI 
Ld we healtd ot the ~POdA 
Like eVLA.yone eLu.. llaLa..tu.n.L 
di..Ld OILL day atie-'L liJenc.e.ALa..6 I 
cOltonationl he. Wa4 ~ighteen. 

YOUIt lxc~LlLncy, ay iALLiaL 
Itepoltt i.A /.i.n.i...6hLd. ALL twdAe.1L 
i.nu~~LigaLion i.n.to th.i.A aai..Le.Jr. 
",i.ll te. wLLcoaLd. 

A...6 Swoltn, 

BltoihL-'L Ivan aut Cltu~ 
~onacLLlty ot st. Benedi..ct 

I waA Aitt~ng at au w~Ling 
taUe, i.A.g.i.ng to gatheA. 4Uenll.tA 
to lLc.tUAn to ay CL-l-l . It waA. 
VLlLy laLe, and I hq.d Lee.n. 
wlLi.1..i.llg t.JU.A IUlPOlI.t aU day. 
I had ",anted to t.i.n.i.4h .it and 
ALn.d i.t to the. iJ.iAhop i.n the. 
aolf.lL.i.n.g . 

I Le.c aae. aJoIaA.L ot AOal!.Onl!., 
and a laltgL Ahadow tLLl OUI!.It 

thL tatl.L. I Apu.n. alLound aruJ. 
gaApLd . I waA AUItL I waA Ae.e..ing 
a ghoAt. I could only .d1!.1!. 
tJu. .6~LAouLttLd ti.gulLl!. ./;i.anding 
i.n tAe dooJr.way w.itA lA.L light 
LLA.in.d h;" . Ill!. wa.6 laA.gL, 
tiLLing LhL doolLwaYI and lA.L 
L.i.ght .h; ••• ~ed ott h.i.4 Long, 
{Lond ha~. 

ill. 4poiu, and I .... "L.i.z.ui 
tAat .it wa4 tAl. K..i.JLg. ill. had 
e.oaL tA.t.ough tAL Lu..nn.e.u jU.dl. 
a.6 he. had dotU aQ.A!I Li.a.L.6 Ain.C.£ 
chi.Ldhood. NL waA VLA.Y AeJt.ioU.d. 
'I /ualtd thai. you w,e..u!. &II, it i n.g 
a p.lU!Li.&i.nalty ItLpolLi on ay 
.0tAelL ~O-'L tAL Bi.Ahop. ' 

'YL..6 , YOUA ~ajL.6tg.' 
'!'fag I A...Lad .iLl' 
• O/. C-OUA.6L.· 
I handLd hi.a the. aallu.6C1Li.pi 

a~ hL .6at n.e.xl to -.e. ' NL II..Lad 
and Aai.hd and a i Lalt It an Pto. 



tAe. CO.t.Ile..t. O/- hL6 e.ge.. - I 
taA.dg .t.e.ae.n.e..t. ag g.t.alldtaiAL.ltA. 
It 1..06 good to .Ite.ad the.i.A. WO.t.dA 
and lLa.t.n ot tALLA. waYA.­
HL Ae.e.ae.d to te. d.t.awn into 
thL w.t.i.ii.ngA. -Now I unde..t.Atand 
the. tull aLani.ng ot the. Whi.tL 
.ltOAL.- HL .lte.ad on. -It pie.aALA 
aL that you JtLae.atL..t. au tathe..t. 
aA I do . It haA Le.e.n :tLlt YLa.ltA 
Ai.nce. hi.A dLa:th.-

-I aa glad that gou aAe. 
piLaALd.-

-YLA, I aa plLaALd wi.LA 
thi.A aanuAc.t.i..pt, I..ut I have. 
a AiA.ange. .t.LquLAt. I wi..Ah 
to havL i.:t put aA.idL, at UaAt 
unLil I aa AU.ltL .in ay own. und 
that i..t wi..LL te. p.ltope..ltLy 
Jte.cLi..ued. ~othe.Jt ne.e.d4 to 
A.LAt i.n peace. you undL.t.Atand 
he.Jt and the. LOUL AhL Aha.t.ed 
wun. au f.atALIt. But once thi..A 
iAafL6CA.ipLion .iA A Lilt, .it w.iLL 
LL the wo..t.Ld'A tOlteve..t.. Now 
can we. tL AUJte that it wiLL 
not te. uAunde...t.Atood, thai 
puJti.tg ot thLi.lt live.A and loue.. 
won ' t te ai..Ai.ntLltpJte.tLd, tAat 
tAe JteacLion to ay taihLJt tAat 
dag 1..11 the taAi.li..ca wOIl'i te. 
the Jteacti.on ot thL t~tunaL? 
Can we te 060 AWle. ~otheJt won ' t 
teo cOIlAi.dL.ltLd ·a wi.ich?-

-How can anyone thi.nk 
thai, youJt "ajeAty?-

-BLcauAL theJtL i..A aO.lte 
to tAe. AioJty. Ii tecoae.A 
aWLAoae and aoJte tLauii.tuL. 
It i.A aYAii.c, and YLt aOAt 
natu..t.aL. It i..A ha..t.d :to tAi..nk 
ot uJtacuiouA heaLi.ng. ~oLh.e..t. 
di.d LVLJtythi.ng i.n Lo ve.. and 
that i.A what waA godly. 

you aen..Li.one..d the t£eling 
ot ~olhLJt and TatALJt' A LOVL 
aA though .it WLJte a AepaAaie. 
enti..ty. I aM weLL acquai.ntLd 
w.itA thai. Lnti.ty. It i.A pwtl 
ot ay ti.JtAt JtLcoLLLct.ionA. 
7hLJtL waA XataA.ene. and ~Lnce.A 
and thLi.A Love tLLween tALa. 
SoaLLiaeA .i.t waA AO AVt.ong 
that I couLd alaoAt ALL i.t. 
I knew ot thL eJCiAtLncL 01 
a yod ot Love, 'ecauAL I iA.ulU 
knLw what LOVL waA. 

I would walch thea Look 
deepLy i.do each othLJt' A AOUL. 
ThLY wouLd AtaJtL Ai..Le.ntLy, 
and I undLJtAtood that at. that 
aoaLnt, thLY weJtL on a a.i.tteJtLnt 
planL. They weJte onL Le..i.ng 
in thL.iJt love. And t~n the. 
lOUL would ApiLL out ot thea 
in Ci...t.CLLA and Itngult aLL tAOAIt 
who hew thea. 

lVL.ltyLhi.ng they did waA 
w.LLhi.n iAlt.LJt love.. "y tatAe.1L 
tound the. coulLaglt to go · oui 
aaong the pLopLIt LLcauAe tALU 
nLLdLd h.iA. ThL c.i.lLcle ot 
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wa6 La6zLo who had donL Lh~6 
to hia. 

He 6poke Lo ae ot LLing 
a good and Ic...i..nd -'luLeA., 6ay~ng 
I wa.6 jUAt one. ot thL peopLL, 
tuL 1 had tLLn. tOltn w~t.A lite 
A.L6POIlAi.Li.Lity to ltuLL. I 
wa6 Lo LL~n tAoa ay aothL-'l, 
tOA. Ahe LJtuLy lutew ot -'loyaL 
JtLApon6~LLLity. He. toLd ae 
hL waA pJtoud ot aL, and Ae 
couLd 6LL tAd I wouLd tL LaLL 
and A~ong, and that 1 waA 
Lo U6L ay ~tJtLngth tOJt goodne~A. 
7hLn hL Looked to ay aolitLA. 
ShL waA ~o At~LL thd On.L 
wouLd tLlieve Ahe. waA aA.ouL 
to d~e, aLAo. 7he.iJt gaze 
lingLA.-ed, and thLn he Aa.i.d, 
'No, K.aiaA.Ln.e.. ~o lacle.. 7hLg 
need you. QuJt Aon needA you. 
H~A tUllden ~A heavy. ReaeateJt, 
OUA. Loue cannot d~. It iA 
thL onLy gitt ot heaven given 
to eallth, the onLy gitt ot 
e~Lh taken to heaven. LOVL 
~A LUJtnaL. It goeA on, tut 
we havL teen liteJte .in that 
oLhLA.- pLace.. · 1 AiapLy go ahead 
ot you and wait. What we. AhaJte 
w~Ll neveJt die. 1 will alwaYA 
le w~th you.' And then he 
waA gone. 

I 6we4Jt 
that aoaLnt, 
lJtLathing. 

to you that at 
ay aotkLIl 6topped 
She Atood iheJle. 

l1.ke a Aiatue, a ga6p 01. a.LA. 
Jtu6hed Illoa hell thll..oat, and 
6he did not take anoLhell.. t-'leath. 
Ne.i..i..ALA. did 6Ae Apeak . She 
aLe. and dltank only enough to 
keep heA. lody alive. ShL wa6 
aA paLe. a6 lite aUJttLe pilLaJt6 
and at LiaL6 telt a6 cold. 
7hilJ went on that wholL ,.,~nLe.A.. 
I walJ velty WOJlA.1.Ld al.out helt. 

1hen on..e. day JUAt a.6 tAe. 
6now.o!J weJte .e.Lt~n9 and t.h.e 
Aun wa6 aaking the atLLJlnoon 
waJta and AAiny, I decided. to 
lake ftothltlt out ~n the gaAdLn. 
I Aat heA. on a ALone tench. 
I wa6 not even 6uJte Ahe could 
6ee OJt wa6 awaJtL 01 anythi.ng. 
I A~d, ' ~eLL, heA.e we aA£ 
AUJtJtounded 'g gOUJt 406e. tU-6heA. 
In anothLJl aonth, theJle wiLL 
te tudlJ.' I Looked Q..Itound 
aL the tUAheA, and I thought 
what I waA ALLing waA not JleaLLy 
thelLe. I tUJtn.e.d away tltLn 
Looked tack aga.in. iJut it 
waA LheJle! A teaut~tuL wAite 
40Ae .Ln peJttect l.Looa. It 
wa-6 not pOAAilLe tOJl Lhi.-6 to 
le, not w~th the. lJnow At~lL 
on the lUAhe.A. I don't know 
what pJloapted ae, lut I p~clr..e.d 
that ItOAe, k.neLt LetoJte. ay 
aot.h.eJl, and placed ~t .in he.Jl 
handA. She Leaned tOJlwaJtd 
and placed a "-iAA on ay 



/-oJl~ad. Then. Ahe 
to CJly, and he~ tea~A 
the /.Lowe4 aA Ahe genLLy 
it. 

A.n.d now I wi.U UU you 
ot an.o:lhLA. acur.ve.l. lfo:lhe4 
lA..oughi. :lhe whi.te 40Ae :lo he4 
cAa.aLe..t., and i.:l 4eaai.ned /Jte.Ah 
and uau:l1./-ul un.Li.l the day 
Ahe di.e.d. And i.t waA tJloa 
thd day on when. Ifol.hvt tound 
:tAe "",OAe. :lhai. Ahe leeaae pad 
ot :lAe, Livi.n.g once .041... I 
lenow now tAo. 4ead.i..ng YOU4 
4ep041.. :lha:l thi.A Aa.e Acene 
had happened Let04e. SAL tAen. 
Icn.e.. tAal.. 1 atAe4 waA wi.f..Ja. h.vt. 
She nLLded 1..0 U 4e.i.nded, 
and once done, Ahe exploded 
.. i.th love. It needed to LL 
AhoweJtLd on Lve4yone, and 060 
thL hOApi..J..aL waA opened and 
o4phanage, too. 

~0:lhe.4 WaA ve4y LUAY and 
Aaw 1..0 aLL thL de.tai.LA he4ALLt. 
She. .ade. AUJlL I LLcur.ned aU 
tAL Le.AAOIL6: ho.. to LAta.J.LiAh 
and 04ga~ze, how to ti.nance 
and .anage, how to /.Led, Le.d, 
and cLothe. a auLlil..ude., and 
how to 4uLe. and how to Au..tai..t. 
A...6 qu.i.e.L and a.6 to~e.n.Le.d aA 
Ah.e. WaA tetoA.e, Ahe. waA livLLy 
and happy nOW. £'VLJlY now and 
thLn.., Ahe. would ALip and Aay, 
, !fOUlt talALA. I.LLLA,' OA. 'I 

can te.e.L that hL wi..~hLA •. . • ! 
AnyonL eLAe heaA.i.ng thilJ would 
not unde4Atand, Lut I Juuw, 
L.e.cauAL I couLd tLeL tAei.lt 
lond. SO.Lhow, AhL couLd tLe.L 
hi... . 

It happLnLd on..e. ~ght 
thaL a aan apPLa4e.d at the. 
paLace. gate.IJ. Ile. walJ dlti.vi.ng 
a wagon and ple.adLd en.1.JlY. 
Once. i.n.Ai.de., he caJte.tuLLy pulLed 
away Lh.e. IJLJtaw i.n thL Lacle 
01. tAe. wagon and Jte.ve.aLe.d a 
young gi.Jtl. She. walJ pe.JthapA 
ti.tte.·e.n YLcur.1J oLd and had 
Le.e.n ladLy Le.aLe.n. Jl.e. Le.gge.d 
to"", hLlp aA Ahe. walJ hi.lJ 
daughL~. /fOthLJt lA.ought he.Jt 
i.n.to the hOIJPi.tal and tound 
hLJt a tLd. 1Je. Le.allnLd the 
AioJty alJ tAe phY.6i.c.i.an wa.6 
c.aJti.ng tOJt hLJt. 

The aan had dJti.uLn UCJlOIJIJ 
thL tOUJtdLJt. It IJLeaA that 
LaAzLo had not AtoPPLd h..i.-6 
pllacti.c.e ot c.hooAi.ng young 
aa.i.dLIlIJ tOJl.. h.i.1J plLUIJWte.. 
Thi.1J pOOJl.. g.iJtL walJ one. ot h..i..6 
.allY v.i.cti..IJ . T hL tathe.JI.. «oue. 
heJl.. the.lJe. .any .~le.1J1 LLeauAL 
n.o onL wouLd daJl..e he.Lp h..i. •• 
ThLY eouLd not c.hance 
di..lJpLe.aAi.n..g LaAzLo. 

A Look c.aaL ouell Ifothelt 
that I had neuLJI.. AeLn L.e.tolLe, 



~~ndiion and ~~vuL~ion 
aA Ah~ Aud, ' IJJ~ .u~l do 
~oa~lAi.n.g dod ,thi~. lJJh.e.n 
gou ~~lu.tn hoaL aaJc.L ~U..t.L 
lAe. wo.td iA pa~~Ld lhal lhe.AL 
doo.t~ a..t.L open to aLL .aidenA 
aA a ..t.l!.tuge. · and a AanctUaA.g. 
I wiLL de./.g La~zLo. ' 

'You do not know . •• ' 
AiaA.ted thL At..t.ange..t.. 

'YLA, I do. I hauL Aut/.e..t.ed 
Lhe. _oAL g.t~e.VOUA 01. pa~n 
LecauAe 01. ALa. lhL.tL iA noLAing 
_O.tL hL can do Lo .~. ~hat 
~A yoU.t naaL, au ~Lnd? 

'I aa T..t.LdL.tick, You..t. 
"ajLAty. ' 

I aa XaLL~nL, T.tedL..t.ick.' 
lhe ~uangeA waA hea..t.LLn~d 

ly /'IotAL~' A walt_LA and coultage 
and Apltead thL nLW~ 01. lhL 
..t.etugL aCltOA6 the LoaltdeltA. 
/'Iolte dnd .olte lathe..t.' A lA.oughi. 
Lhei...t. daugALe~A Lo UA. /t0LA.e.1t 
tecaae acquainted wiLh aLL 
01. LIteM. and al-Le.t Aoa-e gealtA, 
they wouLd coaL to talie. to 
Aelt aA weLL a.6 vi.Ai.t tAe~1[ 
daughlLltA. lAe gl[OUPA wouLd 
Atay two o~ tAltee dayAI and 
Aoon thLY we..t.e talking ao..t.e 
Like an a..t.ay Lhan tltightLnLd 
peaAanU. 7he.g knLw LALY Aad 
Lo tt..id tA~aAeLlJeA 01. tAL aonALel[ 
in LhLi..t a1.d.6t, tAe LIJ1.L ptt..incL. 
I couLd ~eL thLY WeltL dltaw1.ng 

thLilt own coultage tlto. /to~' A 
AiltLnglh and conviction. 

It waA a wLLIc. LetOItL _y 
L1.ghi.LenLh LLAthday. We 
..t.LCLLULd WOAd lhelte had LeLn 
an up..t.iAing aCAOAA thL 10altde..t. 
to ihe LaAi. AltL..t. iAltee dagA 
01. Aie-gL agaiMi ihe city, 
the aA..aY tLLL. 7 he anglty 
pLaAanLA tound LaAzLo and 
dltaggLd ALa ih..t.ough the AueLiA, 
i_paling hi._ on a pike 1.n tAL 
aun Aqualte. 7hLltL he waA 
LL/.t tOIt aLL Lo ALL . 

~hLn /tothLIt Aealtd th~AI 
Ahe altOAe, went to Aelt cAa.tL~ 
and LLgan putLing helt thingA 
~n Oltdelt. ShL went to the 
hOApitaL and .0ULd tllO. Led 
to lLd Aaging 'goodnight' aA 
Ahe. had done AeveltaL ti...aeA 
letolte. 1 hLn Ahe d.i.d the Aa.e 
at tAe o~phanagL, Atopping 
Lo Itock a taty and taLAL a 
child. SAL then wLni. _ to the 
Itetuge and to Ld aL-I. tAL gi.lf.LA 
:to pltepalte :to LLavL tOIt Aoae. 
KiAding each good-lull., AnL 
wiAAed tALa a Aate joultney. 

1 he nex.t two daYA weilL 
ApenL with ae. IIII!. wenL ovelt 
evelty look and Ledgelt ot 1hL 
ki.ngdo_, LIte LawA, the uade 
and CO"eA.CL at tAe !loLy Roaan 
c...pilte. WL had Ie en doing 
tAiA tOIt yealtA .in p..t.epa.lf.aLi.on 



to.tl. ay co.tl.onaLion, tut LhiA 
Ae.LaLd .060 ue.~y tinaL. 

1Ae. co~onaLion ~aA on 
aI/ .. .ight .... 1dh t.i"thdal/. It 
~aA a jOyO~A day. I didn't 
Ic.no~ it I ~aA .tI.e.ady o~ ~oll1.hy 
to '-e.coae. Jli.n.g, tui. ftotAe..tI. 
"le.aAAUAe.d ae.. We. Aad tltave.Le.d 
to KitonAtadt tAe. day LLto"le.. 
1Je. had not te.e.ft to the. caihe.tbta1. 
Aince. ay taLAe..tI. ' A twti.aL. 
ftothe.~ ~e.n.i. Laae.diate.Ly to 
hi..A c~ypt, and I ~aA aLaoAl 
at~aid that Ahe. ~ouLd not coae. 
out. But Ahe. did, and tAe"le. 
~aA a pe.ace.tuL Aai..Le. on he.~ 
taee.. 

Ai. noon, aLL the. te.LLA 
in the. caLhLdAaL and the. 
couni..tt.YAi..de. Le.gan ~inging. 
1 hLlte. ~e."le. tan.taA.e.A and che..eltA 
aA I e.n.i.e.lte.d the. ai..ALe.. I 
tLll aA though I ~e.~e. ~atchi..ng 
a g~e.at ApLctacLe.. AA I 
app"loaehed the high aLta"l, 
I noLi..ee.d "oLALlt..1 ltad.i.an.Li.y 
hau.t.i/-ul. But Ah.. "'aA 
PItLO ccupied a.o6 tAough Ahe. ~e.~e. 
Li...o6tLni..ng to AoaLone. Alanding 
nett to hLA.. I Ic.n.e.~ Ahe. ~a.6. 
OUit e.ye.A ae.i., I nodde.d, and 
~L toth Aai..Le.d. 

The. ned day Aht!. 
~e.akta.6i.e.d ~ith ae., She. .6e.e.ae.d 
aLaoAt de.lache.d t.tl.oa Lite.. 
She. ~a.6 gLolIJi..n..g 1IJi..i.A happi..ne.6.6 

and waite. a Aai..k I had not 
.6e.Ln -Ln gLaA..o6--the. Oll£ ~eA£.ot.ved 
to~ ay tathL~ ~he.n he. wouLd 
coae. upon he.~ Audde.nLy.· 

The. young K.i..n.g waA having 
L"l0uLLe. con.i..tI.oLLing hi.o6 
Laotion..6. H.iA VOi..CL waA hQ../tdLy 
audiUL, and the. tLa~.6 We..tI.L 
tLolIJing t.tl.e.e.Ly. I LLl hi..a 
c.tl.y. H.e. wa.o6 aLone. in Lite. 
-Ln thL cLni.e..tI. 01. coun.i..tI.g tuLL 
at c.i..ii..zLn.6 who Love.d hi.. • . 
ilL wa.o6 onLy lWLntgtllJo gLaltA 
oLd, and he. knLw i4age.du we.LL. 

·ffotn.L.tI. .o6at ne.x.i to .L 
and ~uAhe.d .U hai..1t Pto. .U 
tacL and calte..o6Ae.d .g tOItLhLad. 
7hL.tI.L wa.6 .6ueh Love. -Ln Lhat 
louch Lhal i...t Ai4uck ae. lIJi..th 
awe. . It lIJaA Like. .6hQ../td.6 ot 
Light pen..e.iA.aLi.ng .y t~ing.· 

H.e. ..6ta-t.te.d Aotti..ng aga.Ln. 
• ALL that ca..ae. to .i..nd waA I 
, The. onLy gi..tt ot hLave.n gi..vLn 
Lo eQ../tiA; tAe. onLy gi..tt ot 
La.t.f.A LakLn to he.avLn. ' And 
I Me.W. I Looked aL he.-t. and 
cue.d out . Sh..e. heLd and -t.oc/c.ed 
.e, and I waA LnguLted, 
Le.co • .i..ng pa.tl.t ot LhL •• • 

Once. .o-t.e. h~ waA ov£.ot.coaL, 
and I Ic..nLW how d.itt.i..cull th.i..A 
waA to-t. hi.. 1 toLd hi..- he 
ne.e.d not conli..nuL. Ile LA.La1..hed 
dLLpLg and .i..n a qu.i..vL-t.ing voice 
/-i.JLi.Ah..d th.. AtO"-I/. 



·~oLAeA ~n whiAp~Ld 
AottLy ~n ay -La4, '~hat WI!. 

t.lt4eL Ahalf..l!. wi.ll Itl!.UL4 UL. 
WI!. wi.ll aiuaYA te wi.th you. 
I do not. know how Long WI!. Aat 
to gl!.i.ltl!.4 tut Aoae..,hL4L i.n t-hat 
aOIf..ni.ng, I teLt 4l!.Ai.gnaLi.on 
to i.ltl!. i.nLui.tatLL. 7hen I 
tl!.ll hLA. jog and anLi.ci.paLion. 
I couLd tLLL hvt Laoti.onA ULA..Y 
cLealf..Ly. I MI!.W I couLd not 
hold hLIf.. tack. I cLoAl!.d ay 
I!.UI!.A and 41!.LI!.aAI!.d hL4. TLy, 
~auLituL Lady, tLy tack Lo 
h.i.a. 

ShL Ic.i.AALd ay tOIf..LhLad 
and LLtt au Ai.dL. 

It waA LatL att.Llf..nOOn 
~tOA~ I couLd g~L .Y4eLt Lo 
go to hLA.. ChaaLL4. I IutL.., 
whaL I wo uLd /-ind. S hL waA 
Lyi.ng on ~ Led, pLaCL and 
Loul!. Ahi..ni.ng tAoa hLJt tacLI 
and i.lt hL4 hand waA t.he whi..LL 
JtOAL. ShL had uought i.t wLt.h 
hLA. .• 

Altd AO II waA thai. on 
thl!. 12th ot Aplf..i.L, 1287 .Ln 
K.lf..olLAtadt., at. t.he paLacL ot 
liL Bi.Ahop, tA.iA LLauLituL, 
young wo.an, haui.ng tuLtLLLLd 
Ae.Jt dLAti.ny, Li.Jt~d a Ic.i.ng, 
caJted tOJt hLA. peopLL wi.i..h 
LOULI and Aaw a tYlf..anL dLthAoned 
and pun.i.AhLd, Ai...apLy--uLd. 
ShL waA LUA.ied in thL catALclA.aL 
nLxt to heJt LLLouLd hUAtand.· 

At-i-L1f.. aany dagA ot thought. 
I dLcided and wlLote -

I t.Ai.nk gou 4lf..L Jti.ght. 
QULLn Katelf..LnL .i.A If..LALing 

~n pLace, /-inaLLg ..,hLIf..L AhL 
Longl!.d to tL. 7h.i.A.i.A ALiLL 
too p4.i.ntuL and pLIL AonaL t04 
you to tL gi.uLn to thL wOILLd. 
I gi.ue tALA aanuA~Lpt to you. 

~y plf..ayLIf..A aJtL that. you 
haUL a happy Li.tL. 

Blf..otAvt 
/fonaAtLJty 

Ivan 
ot 

aut 
SL. 

u..u.: 
BLll.Ldi.ct. 



* * * 
Catherine was reduced 

to tears. She sat trembling. 
It could not be possible, yet 
there it was before her. Their 
names were the same--a parallel 
story, the white rose. Could 
history be repeating itself? 

How strange this was 
indeed. The manuscript coming 
to her now from her mother 
who had been dead twenty years. 
And the rose--her mother's 
white rose which she had given 
Vincent. And the description 
of Wences was that of Vincent. 

" 1 am blessed," she 
thought, "1 have found that 
love . I know that love, and 
it cannot die. Oh , Mother! 
Thank you. You have not 1 eft 
me alone. You are with me." 

Catherine dressed quickly 
and carefully repacked the 
manuscript in its gold 
container. Tears were still 
streaming down her face as 
she entered the tunnels. The 
beauty of that story overwhelmed 
her emotions. She wasn't really 
looking ahead and wal ked into 
Vincent as she rounded a bend. 

"Catherine, what has moved 
you so?" asked Vincent. 
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"I love you, Vincent," 
was all Catherine could say. 
Then after a pause said, "Here 
I think this belongs to you." 

"What is it? Catherine?" 
But she had left as he 

was staring down at the 
beautiful box in his hands. 

Catherine returned to 
her apartment. She sat on 
the balcony, going over the 
story in her mind. Were these 
Vincent's ancestors? How could 
the world understand such a 
love bond? 

She closed her eyes and 
allowed the bond she shared 
with Vincent to reach out and 
touch him. He was there at 
the end of her emotions. 

Lost in feelings, she 
sat long after the afternoon 
1 i ght had faded into darkness, 
still lost in the monk's tale . 
Her eyes were closed, but she 
knew Vincent was there. She 

.could feel that he was as deeply 
moved by the story as she. 
A smile crossed her face as 
she opened her eyes. 

He came to her . 
"Catherine, this does not belong 
to me. It belongs to us. 
How did you come to find it?" 

"My mother sent it to 
me. " 
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She showed him the letter 
from Susan Landry and the 
beautiful paper with the white 
roses and finally the letter 
from her mother . 

IIThis is almost as strange 
as the story," Vincent said . 

1'1 know . 1 think we needed 
to be reminded of this precious 
gift we share," replied 
Catherine. 

"Yes, our gift from 
heaven . " A wistful smile 
crossed Vincent ' s face . He 
knelt before Catherine and 
removed the whi te rose from 
the pouch which hung around 
his neck. He held it out to 
Catherine. She cupped his 
hands in hers. 

l'Oh, Vincent! Can you 
feel it?" 

"Ves my love. 
watching over us , " 

They are 

Cather; ne 1 eaned 
and placed a kiss 
forehead . Vincent then 
up and drew her to him, 
her gently . 
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