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Subject: The Expedition of Emperor Nero to Aithiopia
Latin Text: Naturales Quaestiones. 6.8. 3-5.
English Translation: T.Eide.1998. 893-894.

"6 .8.[3] Don't you know that among the theories put forward for the summer inundation
of the Nile also this has been suggested, that the river springs from the earth and is in-
creased by water not from above but flowing from the interior? | have my self listened to
the two centurions whom the Emperor Nero, a most truth-loving man, in addition to all his
other qualities , had sent to explore the sources of the Nile .They told how they had trav-
elled a long distance as they, with assistance from the king of Aithiopia and recommenda-
tions tothe neighbouring kings ,had reached very remote regions.

[4]" After many days, " according to their story " We arrived at an enormous stretch of
marshland from which the natives knew of no outlet, nor can anybody hope to find one,
so overgrown is the water with grass, and it isimpenetrable both for men on foot and for
a boat, which the muddy and overgrown swamp can carry only if it is small, for one man
only. There " they said, " we saw two rocks , from which a violent stream of water gushed
forth".

[5] But whether this was the source or the arrival of the Nile, whether it arose there or
returned to the earth after having been received from an earlier course- don't you think
that water, whatever it is, rise from the great world lake? The earth must necessarily have
water spread in different places and collected deep in its interior in order for it to spew
water forth with such force.
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