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The moral value of stamps has progressed so much
that many countries now, in recognition of the services
rendered by their Heroes in battle fields, or by their Scho-
lars and Prominent Physicians, are issuing commemora-
tive stamps in their honor. Such stamps printed in
limited quantities are eagerly awaited for by the Philate-
lists and Stamp-Dealers.  Collectors in the world are
turned towards that source, and those who succeed in
obtaining their requirements of such stamps would con-
sider themselves happy individuals.

Philatelists comprise people of every walk of life,
from monarchs to ordinary individuals. Philateljf to-day
18 so universal that clubs, societies and respectable firms
to handle this hobby are established the world over. Most
of these establishments offer suitable facilities to collec-

tors, and even to experts.

In Traq, people who handle stamps, whether as collec-
tors or dealers, are estimated approximately at 85,000
spread throughout its towns and villages.

Iraqi stamps are comparatively expensive and are
cherished by collectors and dealers everywhere.



Philately, like other hobbies, is ramified and divided
into different sections; each section has its devotees.
Sore of theze devotees collect Airmail Stamps only, some
prefer Oriental, while others take their fancy in British
or French (‘olonies; International Con ferences or Histori-
cal incidents.  There are also certain Philatelists who are
interested in mint stamps, someocthers in used, in odds,
in pairs, or in blocks, and also in commemorative stamps.

Philately 1s a psychological mania or I may even say
a folly, and in many cases it develops into a passion.
Sometire ago, T came to know an old man very fond of
collecting Ttalian Colonies, North African and Iragl
Stamps. Tt happened that my acquaintanceship with
him took place while he was just passing his 6th. decade;
a bachelor, with no one to look after him or care for him.
I once asked him : “Would you mind, Sir, if I ask you why
did yeu remnain unmarried uptill now? Ar'nt you feeling
in need of a companion to care after yon” ! His answer was
amazing: “I tell vou my dear son, I only fell in love once
in may life, and that was in my very early days I can even
say in my childhood and that love left no room in my
heart for any other person; the Name of my Love, which
[ still adore, is “Stamps™.

The last days of that peculiar man were very hard on
him. On many occasions he could not afford to buy ciga-
rettes and ho would do with one cheap meal, or none, in
every twentyfour hours. Nevertheless, he never agreed
to depart with even one of his stamps for the sake of his
living. On the contrary, whepever he found some money
in his pocket, he would rather buy stamps and add to his
collection instead of food. Yet. when he died his collec-
fion was sold by his distant relatives for 1. 3,600 /—.



388 Mr. Alfred Kettaneh, Ja, — Iraq Manufacturing
& Trading Co. Munir Abbas Bldg. South Gate,
Baghdad 2-3-6—-7-18-21-22

389  Mr. Danial Issa — Holy Lands Stamps Co. P.O.
Box 6135, Amman, Jordan 1-2-6-7-17-18-20—

21-22

THE AMATEURS OF POSTAGE STAMPS

By : Aziz Thomas
Member of the Iraq Philatelic Society

Undoubtedly, the hobby of philately and the arrange-
ment stamps, cannot be a new subject to the readers.
Those who are interested in collecting stamps are aware
that there are quite a good number of world-famous Firms
and Establishments whose sole concern is the trading in
these fancy little pieces of paper which are nomally
affixed on the letters carrying news from one part of the
world to another.  Apart from these firms and establish-
ments, there are also thousands and even millions of indivi-
duals who have taken the mania of philately their beloved
profession.

The art of philately has not stopped at the collection
only; the World Professionals, such as Gibbons in London
and Yvert in France or Scott in the USA., have contrived
various means for encompassing this trade by means of
promofing fascinating methods for selection, preserva-
tion and examination of the stamps. their artistic and
attractive fixation in the Albnms specially prepared, and
__precision instruments by which they detect errors and
irregularities which, when traced, gives that particular
stamp a high value.
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CODE SIGNS
(A) STAMPS:—

I-used 2-mint 3—commemorative 4—-airmail 5-
first day covers 6-—lraq 7-Middle East 8-~Asia 9-Europe
10~ Africa 11-U.S.A. 12-all world 13-British Colonies

14-French Colonies 15-stamp for stamp 16-exchange on
catalogue basis.
(By CATALOGUES :—
17-Gibbons 18-Yvert 19—Scott.
(C) LANGUAGES :—
20—Arabic 21-English 22-French.
(D)., SPECIALISATION : -
23—Sports and games 24-Flowers 25-Animals 26—
Children 27-Postal Unions & Congresses 28-Space
29~Scout.

NEW MEMBERS
No. Name & Address

331 Mr. Mohammed S. Mona - Al-Najaf-Iraq
12-3-5-6-7T-12-17-20-21

382 Mr. shmooel Jerry — Al-Shimal Pharmacy,
Arbil—Iraq 1-2-3-5-6-7-12-17-20-21
383 Mr. Otto Hufnagl — Austrian Embassy Baghdad
1-2-6-9-19-21-22
384 Sabah Al-Jaddeo = 1.7.C. Kirkuk 2—6-7-17-20-21
385 Mr. Saocod J. Amroo — P.O. Box 1913 Amman—
Jordan 2-3-6-7-17-20-21
386 Mr. Richard M. de Kelaita — Kelaita Drug

Stores Saadoon St. Adib Bldg. Baghdad
2-3—6-T-17-20-21-22
387 Mr. Charles Kettaneh — P.0O. Box 549, Bayrouth,
Liban 2-3-6-T—-18-21-22
eol I



NEW ISSUES OF TRAQ

8/2/67 — On the cccasion of 4th. Anni. of 14th.
Ramadhan Revolution, a Souvenir sheet surcharged with
70 Fils. (This sheet previously issued on the 1st. Anni. of
the same oceasion, with 50 Fils value.)

6/5/67 — On the occasion of 6th. Arab Petrol Cong-
ress held in Baghdad, four stamps issued with. 5, 15, 40
and 50 fils values.

11/4/67 — On the occasion of Al-Hejra Year, two
stamps issued with 5 and 15 Fils values.

1/5/67 — On the occasion of Labour Day, two stamps
issued with 10 and 15 Fils values.

“THE TEN WONDERS” on Iraqi Stamps

By designating the year 1967 as the International
Tourist Year, Iraq, has something special to offer to every-
one in the world and as it is the Land of One Thousand
and One Nights where, the people love to take part the
myriad joys of their sun-lit land with the tourists from
all over the world, they will meet the glorious past of
Iraq such as the Hanging Gardens in Babylon, Arch of
(Ctesiphon. the Spiral Minaret in Samarra, the Great Lion
of Babylon and many others, like the beautiful resorts
and natural landseapes.

For this international oceasion, Iraq will issue during
August or September of this vear, the most attractive set
of ten stamps with the following denominations. 2, 5. 10,
15, 25, 50, 80, 100, 200 & 500 Fils.

A A



their preliminary collections of stamps, who, pleasantly
answered their various questions concerning this hobby,
Ho further assured them to render any assistance they
may require in this connection.

Later on, they were served by refreshments and
varicus presents were distributed to them specially, First
Day Covers.

Mr. Devenport, kindly gave some informations about
this new stamp collectors. He stated that. a stamp elub
established in the school and these are the only members
of students from the same school. This is the first year,
the club had enough encouragement, and they
anticipate that, during the coming years, the number of
the members will be increased.




SOCIETY’S ACTIVITY

©® Monthly auctions continued with great success at the
sociely's premises and in spite of three auctions holiding
every month instead of two, it has been noticed that, the
number of exhibitors has doubled, as well as the exhibited
articles.

® In addition to the members of the society, it has been
noticed that, the number of non members, who are taking
part in the auctions, has been increased also.

® The auctions held on every 1st. 2nd and 3rd. Friday of
each month.

©® Many non member collectors are visiting the society
continually, where, they exchange stamps with the
members.

® The society continued issuing of F.D.C. for all occas-
ions in which new stamps issued.

® The society backed — through a Iletter sent to
Gulbenkian Foundation, Portugal — a suggestion submit-
ed by Administration of Posts, Telegraphs & Telephones
of Traq, in order to build a musenm for Iraqi stamps.

An Amazing visit to the Society

A group of students attached to the stamp club of
Baghdad High School for girls in Mansoor, with Mr. and
Mrs. Harold Davenport, paid a short visit to the Traqi
Philatelic Society, in order to have an idea about stamps
and how to arrange them in albums.

The President of the Society, Staff, Brigd, Abdul
Karim Muhyiddin, elucidated how to plan and design

—2—



Editor In Chief Preiﬁiﬁes Gf‘-"tha Saﬂiety

(Staff Brig. Retired) Ba,_ghdad. Rgp_,_qf IRAQ
P. O. Box 344 Baghdad

Aditorial Board Letters must be addressed
Saeb Al-Jassani to the editorial Board.
© Artin Dembekjian  Remittances: Payable to tﬁ“&
o, - Prof. Beshir Allous  order of Editor in chief. '
' dbdul Ralkman Derbendi |

Advertising rates :- Full page I.D. 4/—, i
2/500. Quarter page 1.D. 1/250 (I.D. = 18. pound = 2.80 .
U.S. Dollar) T
509 discount for members.
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