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Thesis abstract

Studying the books of biographies and tabagat is regarded as an important source
to study the social history of various ages through studying the objective structure of
every biography. I made sure that the biographies | selected from the book, " Altabakat
Alkobra by Ibn Saad " to represent to a variety of classes and samples for men and
women who were the prophet's companions or their followers who lived in the first and
second centuries of Hijra as well as the prevailing customs and traditions that were ac-
cepted by Islam. This is the core of a study to the social history that requires patience
and precision by scrutinizing information in each biography and dismantling it, then by
reconstructing it to produce an objective image for the Islamic community in the Umay-
yad Age.

The book, " Altabakat Alkobra by Ibn Saad " introduces an image about the social
life in the first and second centuries through scrutinizing the biographical accounts such
as mentioning the name, Kkinship, relation, tribe, the town where the scholar was born,
his journeys, moving to other territories, where did he die? Where was he buried ? the
year of his death, his legacy if he was a scholar and the Hafiths he reported if he was
Hadith reporter and other genres of biography. Ibn Saad is distinguished by introducing
a material that is rich in a variety of information. He gives due care to Kinship by moth-
er emphasizing some social aspects of the pioneer men and women represented in their
lives, the way they lived, dressed and the tools they used and their social habits in mar-
riage, death, burial and even the banquets in most of the biographies he mentioned.

He also mentioned some aspects of their relationships with their families and oth-
ers and some texts dealing with social integration that is an extremely important infor-
mation in social history. Ibn Saad also in his (Tabagat ) mentioned some features of
their outer appearances (make up ) including : clothing, hair forms , its color, pigment,
perfumes, and jewelery. He also focused on talking about the social occasions such as
(banquets of wedding and funerals and what is concerned with burial, coffin, dowry,
portion and marriage), beside some sorts of upholstery, furniture the known food spe-
cialties approved at their time and other precise details he dealt with about those for
whom he wrote his biographies.

Prepared by student : Samira Saqr Ghomeid Alyazidi

Supervised by : Dr. Muhammad Samel Alsulami
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